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   Catholic Parishes of St Mary’s, Bridgend, Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
Porthcawl & St Joseph’s of Arimathea, Kenfig Hill 

www.catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk 
www.catholicchurchporthcawl.org.uk 

Priests: Fr. Tim McGrath 01656 652034 & Fr. Silvio Briffa (retired) 
Parish Deacons: Rev. Philip Manghan philip.manghan@rcadc.org 

Rev. Robert Coyne Tel: 01656 783540 & Rev. Anthony Martin Tel: 01656 746648  
Parish Administrator: Sarah Kearns Tel: 07534 095766 bridgend@rcadc.org  

A Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff: 1177272 
                             
 

 
 
 
 

   

Date Mass Times Mass Intentions 
 Saturday 24th July 

 
Mass 4.30 pm live stream only Margaret Pulko (SVP) 

Vigil 6.00pm live stream & bookings Terry Morgan (Rick, Maria & family) 
Sunday 25th July 

17th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Mass 10.00am live stream only People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Grandparents and elderly of our parish community, 
especially those impacted by the pandemic. 

Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings Elsie & Kevin Stephens (Annie) 
Meneleo RIP (Evelyn) 

Monday 26th July No Mass today  
Tuesday 27th July 

 
Our Lady Star of the Sea  

Mass 10.00am (bookings only) 
Family & Friends Rees & Donovan families (M&G 
Rees) 

Wednesday 28th July  Mass 7.00pm 
 live stream & open to parishioners 

Kevin Stephens (D Morgan) 
Canon Isaac (P&M McCormack) 

Thursday 29th July 
 

Mass 10.00am live stream only Kevin D Thomas (Kathleen O’Driscoll) 
Raymond Dunphy (E Burrows) 

Requiem Mass 12.00 noon 
Remo Henry Salvatore 

INVITATION ONLY 

Friday 30th July 
 

Mass 10.00am  
live stream & open to parishioners 

Eileen Field (Wyn & Ida Brereton) 
John Dunne (HD) 

Saturday 31st July Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 
Vigil 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
John Dolan (Pat Matthews) 

Sunday 1st August 
18th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Mass 10.00am live stream only Thanksgiving for all our clergy 
Private Intention Fr Silvio 

Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings Philip Manghan Ordination Anniversary (I Ford) 
Fr Tim Silver Jubilee congratulations (M & H Lewis) 

Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

First Holy Communion Update. Please see website 
https://catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk/sacraments-and-formation/first-holy-communion/ 

Mass Intentions (St Mary’s) there is currently a very, very long wait.  
Please book 2 or even 3 months in advance. Many thanks. 

Prayers for the Sick - If you wish to have a person’s name included on the list, then please ensure you have their 
permission and then contact the office on 07534 095766 or via emailing bridgend@rcadc.org  

If you wish for a name to remain on the list after the end of August then please contact us. 

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of Our Lady Star of the Sea, St Joseph’s of Arimathea & St Mary’s.  
We pray for our friends, relatives and those who have asked for our prayers. 

For July/ August: Chris Hall, Martin Ginnelly, Andrew Kerslake, Julia Margaret Lewis, Jack Michael Ley, 
 Brinley Morgan, Kevin Thomas & Helle 

Elsie Freeth, Des Kiernan, Margaret Jarvis, Sam & Betty Henn & Maureen Pritchard. 

 

“I would like so much for all Christians to be able to comprehend the surpassing 
worth of knowing Jesus Christ through the diligent reading of the Word of God, for the 

sacred text is the nourishment of the soul and the pure and perennial source of the 
spiritual life of all of us.” (Pope Francis)  
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Please note that the office will be closed for the first 2 weeks of August.  
Bookings are being taken for the weekend Masses at St Mary’s for the 1st, 8th & 15th August  

up until 4pm on Friday 30th July. 
 Bookings for Mass in Porthcawl for 3rd & 10th August may also be made by 4pm on Friday. 

 From Sunday 8th August Mass will no longer be live streamed at 10.00am as Father will be resuming 
Mass in Our Lady Star of the Sea. Bookings for the 8th & 15th August may be made up to 4pm on Friday 
31st July. Please be considerate in your Mass bookings. The obligation to attend Mass is still suspended 

so please consider coming on alternate weeks or to one of the 6pm evening Masses.  
If you have booked unless it is because you are ill, you have to isolate or have Covid symptoms then 

please make every effort to attend, often Masses are fully booked meaning not all those who 
request to come to a Mass can be given a place. Many thanks for your understanding. 

  
 

17th Sunday of Ordinary Time, 25th July 2021 
His hands were as earth beneath the bread and his voice was as thunder above it’ 

St Ephrem the Syrian (d. 373) 
 

This Sunday’s readings remind us that God provides for us physically as well as spiritually. 
In the First Reading, Elisha assures his servant that one hundred people will be fed with just 
twenty barley loaves because the Lord has promised it, while the Psalmist praises the Lord 

who, by feeding us from his own hand, ‘answers all our needs’. 
St Paul, writing to the Church at Ephesus (Second Reading), assures the Christian 

community that, despite any evidence to the contrary, God,  
who unifies the people, is in control. 

The three readings are brought together in the Gospel account of the Feeding of the Five 
Thousand (which is a foreshadowing of the Eucharist and the only miracle of Jesus that is 

recounted in all four gospels). Not only does Jesus outdo Elisha’s miracle, he demonstrates 
that, by feeding the people from his own divine hands,  
God is unifying the people through meeting their need. 

Let’s pray, this week, that we might know ourselves to be in the hands of the Lord, and that 
our lives may bear abundant fruit as a result. 

 

 

Eternal Rest 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Remo Henry Salvatore 
Requiem Mass Thursday 29th July, 12noon in Our Lady Star of 
the Sea followed by Interment in Porthcawl Cemetery at 1pm. 

Please	keep	his	family	in	your	thoughts	and	prayers	
	at	this	sad	and	difficult	time.		

	
May	he	rest	in	peace.	Amen 
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Family Prayer Resources for Summer 
We will be offering a prayer focus for each 

week of the summer holidays with some simple 
ideas, designed to help parents explore faith 

with their children, in solidarity with our global 
family. This will be available from mid-July 

at https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayer-resources 

When will our Churches and Halls be open?  
Please keep in mind that the recent changes in what has been called “Freedom Day” apply to England 

only. The Welsh Government has announced several changes to the restrictions surrounding Covid 
19, sadly none of these apply to worship. We are still very much governed by the need to wear 
facemasks and the 2m distancing rule which limits the number of parishioners allowed in our 

churches at any one time. The amount of information coming out and all the health and safety 
stipulations and risk assessments remains overwhelming.  Whilst the larger churches in the Diocese 

are now open for some Masses, many of the smaller ones remain closed.  
Both our halls will remain closed for the time being. 

 Please be assured we are doing the best we can in the current circumstances and the  
overriding priority is to keep everyone safe.  

 The situation is constantly under review, let us pray that restrictions will be eased significantly on 7th 
August as is planned, until then further changes are likely to be minimal.   

Many thanks for your patience and support. Father Tim 
 

 The First World Day of Grandparents  
and the Elderly July 25th 2021 

Pope Francis has instituted a World Day for Grandparents and the 
Elderly. Starting this year, it will be held on the fourth Sunday of July, 
close to the liturgical memorial of Saints Joachim and Anne, the 
grandparents of Jesus. As the Pope says, we should cherish the elderly 
and recognise that there’s no retirement age from the work of 
proclaiming the Gospel and handing down traditions to grandchildren.  

 The Holy Father explained he has done this because “grandparents are often forgotten, and we forget this 
wealth of preserving roots and passing on” what the elderly have received. He emphasized the importance of 
grandparents and grandchildren getting to know one another, because “as the prophet Joel says, 
grandparents seeing their grandchildren dream,” while “young people, drawing strength from their 
grandparents, will go forward and prophesy.” Identifying with the more senior members of our society, he 
says “The whole Church is close to you – to us – and cares about you, loves you and does not want to leave 
you alone!”  
We hope you will be able to do something to celebrate grandparents and the elderly on that day! 

 

 
St Mary’s Brick Boxes 

Many thanks to all those who have 
continued to save and bring in the 

brick boxes £470-01 was  
banked this week! 

Thanks also to the Lee family for 
counting the boxes J 

Boxes are available in the Narthex 
for collection and can be returned 

to church once full. 
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THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE FIRST 2 WEEKS IN AUGUST SO PLEASE 
PLAN AHEAD AND BOOK BY 4PM ON 31ST JULY FOR THE NEXT FEW WEEKENDS. 

Please be considerate to your fellow parishioners in your bookings. 

• Bookings for Masses can be made during office hours (9am-4pm Mon, Tues, Thurs, 
Fri) by telephoning 07534 095766. Alternatively, you may email bridgend@rcadc.org   

• You MUST book if you wish to attend Mass. We do not want to turn people away at 
the door. If you have not booked and had your place confirmed in advance – PLEASE 
DO NOT ATTEND. 	

• By registering to attend Mass, you confirm the following conditions are met: 
o You currently show no symptoms for Coronavirus. 
o Should you develop symptoms prior to the service, you will NOT attend. 	
o You agree to use hand-sanitiser as a condition of entry. 	

• Please note that Face Coverings MUST be worn in Church. 	
• It should be noted that toilet facilities available only for emergencies.	
• You should arrive between 15 and 5 minutes before the start time of Mass. 	
• Please allow a Steward to show you to your seat. 	
• Please wait to be invited up to Holy Communion. If you do not wish to take 

communion, please come for a blessing to avoid others having to brush past you on 
returning to the pew. 	

• Please refrain from talking to your friends who are not part of your household. 	
• No congregational singing is allowed at Mass and any responses should be made in a 

low tone, as singing and loud voices have been shown to spread the virus further. 	
• There will be no collection at Mass. You are encouraged to make your donation to the 

Church via standing order or online. If you wish to donate cash, please do so in the 
basket at the back of the Church or in one of the wall boxes around the Church. 	

• Once Mass has ended, please leave the Church promptly and disperse.	

Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience or distress these regulations may 
cause. They are still a requirement to enable public worship to take place. 

 

IF YOU HAVE NOT GOT A CONFIRMED BOOKING FOR MASS ON THE WEEKEND 
OR AT OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND 

Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea 10.00am on Tuesdays.  
St Mary’s will be open for Masses at 7.00pm on Wednesday, 10.00am on a Friday (there is now no need to book to 

attend these two weekday Masses, however you must sign the sheet at the front of the church). 
 St Mary’s will be open for Masses at 6.00pm on Saturday, 11.00am on Sunday and 6.00pm on Sunday,  

please continue to book for these. 
Obligation to attend Mass is still suspended. Even if you have had your vaccine to keep us all safe it is really 

important to abide by the social distancing rules that are still in force. 
You must wear a mask. For bookings, please call 07534 095766 during office hours  

9am-4pm (CLOSED WEDNESDAY) or email bridgend@rcadc.org 
Please read the reminder of the rules below. Many thanks for your support. 

 

Donations to the Parish – Virgin Money Giving/ Standing Orders/ Gift Aid                      
 You can continue to donate via Virgin Money Giving for those one-off donations however if you wish to 
make regular monthly donations to the life of the parish, please consider setting up a Standing Order.  

You can make your giving to the parish go even further by completing a gift aid declaration form (taxpayers 
only) meaning that for every £1 donated an extra 25p goes to the parish at no extra cost to you.  
If you would like to set up a standing order or require a gift aid form, then call the office or e-mail 

bridgend@rcadc.org Many thanks. 
 


