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   Catholic Parishes of St Mary’s, Bridgend, Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
Porthcawl & St Joseph’s of Arimathea, Kenfig Hill 

www.catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk 
www.catholicchurchporthcawl.org.uk 

Priests: Fr. Tim McGrath 01656 652034 & Fr. Silvio Briffa (retired) 
Parish Deacons: Rev. Philip Manghan philip.manghan@rcadc.org 

Rev. Robert Coyne Tel: 01656 783540 & Rev. Anthony Martin Tel: 01656 746648  
Parish Administrator: Sarah Kearns Tel: 07534 095766 bridgend@rcadc.org  

A Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff: 1177272 
                             
 

 
 
 
 

   

Date Mass Times Mass Intentions 
 Saturday 3rd July 

 
Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 

Vigil 6.00pm live stream & bookings 
Thanksgiving (Biju & family) 
Joe Rodgers (Janet Rodgers) 

Sunday 4th July 
14th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings 
Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Harold Jenkins (L Davies) 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Monday 5th July No Mass today  
Tuesday 6th July 

 
Our Lady Star of the Sea  

Mass 10.00am (bookings only) 
John Lewis (Jane Malvisi) 

Wednesday 7th July  Mass 7.00pm 
 live stream & open to parishioners 

Margaret Ivenso (D Morgan) 
Mair Morris (SVP) 

Thursday 8th July Mass 10.00am live stream only David Owen Brace (E B) 
Margaret Pulko (TJ & A Marsh) 

Friday 9th July Mass 10.00am  
live stream & open to parishioners 

Eileen Field (I Ford) 
Patricia Long (HD) 

Saturday 10th July Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 
Vigil 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Margaret Tweedale (C& E Doyle) 

Sunday 11th July 
15th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings 
Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

Mary Goodchild (Addie Ellis) 
Gwilym Jones & deceased family members (AJ) 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Mass Intentions (St Mary’s) there is currently a very, very long wait.  
Please book 2 or even 3 months in advance. Many thanks. 

 

Prayers for the Sick - there has been a long tradition in the Church of requesting prayers for 
the sick and their names being published in the weekly newsletter. If you wish to have a 

person’s name included on the list, then please ensure you have their permission and then 
contact the office on 07534 095766 or via emailing bridgend@rcadc.org  

The names currently on the list will remain until the end of August. If you wish for a name to 
remain on the list, then please contact us. 

 
We pray for the sick and housebound of Our Lady Star of the Sea,  

St Joseph’s of Arimathea & St Mary’s.  
We pray for our friends, relatives and those who have asked for our prayers. 

For July/ August: Martin Ginnelly, Jack Michael Ley, Brinley Morgan and Kevin Thomas & Helle 
Margaret Jarvis, Sam & Betty Henn & Maureen Pritchard. 

 

“The Holy Scriptures are our letters from home.” 
 - Augustine of Hippo 
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14th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 4th July 2021 
‘Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy’ 

Today’s readings provide us with valuable lessons in discipleship and humble faith. The calling of 
Ezekiel and Paul brings them into challenging situations. But they draw strength and endurance 

from their relationship with God, as does Jesus himself from the Father. 
Ezekiel lived through turbulent times. Despite the opposition he experienced as God’s messenger, 

he was not deterred from sharing God’s message with the rebellious Israelites. (First Reading) 
As well as facing opposition and challenges from community members, Paul is also experiencing 
unwelcome personal suffering. However, through his ‘thorn in the flesh’, the Lord has helped him 
grow in understanding. He is not to depend on himself, but rather on Christ’s power. Divine grace 

works best through vulnerability and humility. (Second Reading) 
Jesus, too, has to cope with opposition and rejection. The people of Nazareth struggle to believe 
in him because they earlier knew him as one of their local community. They are convinced that he 

could not be anyone special. This amazes and hurts Jesus. (Gospel) 
Today’s Psalm is a prayer to God for mercy in times of trouble. This hymn of lamentation is made 

in a spirit of trust in God’s compassion. 
This week, I may want to pray for divine comfort and solace, as we as a society face life’s 

desolations and trials. I also pray for my sisters and brothers across the world who are living 
through times of great loss and fear. 

 

CAFOD  - Reclaim our Common Home 
The coronavirus pandemic has been the greatest health crisis in a century.  Pope Francis tells us that this moment of 
extraordinary turmoil is the time to rethink the future of our common home. By using the phrase “our common home” the 
Holy Father reminds us that our planet is much more than simply a store of resources to be used and abused by a few 
at the expense of millions. The planet is everyone’s home: it is a gift from the Lord and a reminder of our shared 
humanity.  With this as our inspiration, we are campaigning to achieve three major goals: 

• Tackling the climate crisis               * Global solidarity 
• Ending unjust debts                        * Global justice 
• Holding businesses accountable    * Global responsibility 

The issues we are campaigning on may feel overwhelming for many of us.  There is no doubt that they are big and 
complex. Yet as Catholics, we know that for God nothing is impossible.  We also know that small actions can be 
transformative. 
This year Britain is hosting two major international conferences: 
1) G7 (11-13 June) in Cornwall where the leaders from seven of the world’s richest countries will gather to discuss how 
to rebuild from the pandemic. 
2) The UN COP26 climate talks will be held in Glasgow (1-12 November) where world leaders will come together to 
agree on the next steps needed to tackle the climate crisis.  
The decisions taken in these two meetings will affect millions of people around the world. As host, Britain is in an 
unique position to exercise global leadership in the journey towards a greener and fairer world after the pandemic.  

Please see the link on newsletter to see how you can help. 
 

 

MESSAGE FROM ARCHBISHOP GEORGE STACK 
I have been informed by the Apostolic Nuncio that the Holy Father has accepted my resignation 
from the pastoral governance of the Archdiocese of Cardiff having reached the canonical age for 

retirement. Pope Francis has added the formula “Nunc pro Tunc” in his decision. The simple 
translation of these words is “now for then”. In other words, a decision has been made which will 

be implemented sometime in the future. In practice, this means I shall continue my service as 
bishop of the diocese until the Holy Father appoints a successor. There is no fixed term or date for 

this canonical arrangement. I am sure you will join with me in prayer to the Holy Spirit as Pope 
Francis makes provision for the diocese in naming the 8th Archbishop of Cardiff. 
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‘When will things go back to normal?…. ’ 
What impact has the pandemic had on you and your family? Is this impact temporary? Or are the 
effects of it likely to last for months/years to come? How has your family life changed? Are there 

any areas of your life that you need advice about? Do you miss having people to share your 
experiences with? Would talking with others in similar situations help? 

Final drop-in Zoom Session on Tuesday July 6th at 11am.  
Please email flc@rcadc.org for a joining invitation. 
If you do find things getting too much, remember to talk to family and friends and share your 
feelings; if this isn't possible or appropriate remember there are organisations that can offer 
support or just a listening ear:  

• Family lives  - offer information and support on many aspects of family life and parenting. 
They offer an online chat and have a helpline 0808 800 2222 

• Samaritans – call them anytime 116 123 
• If you have domestic abuse concerns, Refuge have a 24 hour helpline 0808 2000 247 

 
Growing in Love 

Please share this 8 part series with your loved ones: 
https://vimeo.com/555237127/f2b4a72193?fbclid=IwAR0l_egjneuUTbZtFuWv65QzED-
avJdIpwJm58pH9Ncr63ymehZUZIlvwrI 
I hope you enjoy it!  
Joanne 

Joanne White 
Archdiocesan Marriage & Family Life Worker/ Co-ordinator 
Gweithiwr yr Archesgobaeth ar Phriodas a Bywyd Teleuol/Cysylltwr  
 

 
 

When will our Churches and Halls be open?  
More and more I am being asked when our churches will be open for more Masses and when can groups have 
access to our halls again? On the website a summary of the latest Covid-19 restrictions in Wales (see tier Alert 

level one), guidance for volunteering to steward and some examples of questions on opening the halls have been 
added. These are just a tiny fraction of the information that I have to take in, prioritise and manage alongside the 

running of the parishes. It is overwhelming. Whilst the larger churches in the Diocese are now open for some 
Masses, many of the smaller ones remain closed. Halls are tentatively reopening but only for regulated groups 
such as brownies and guides or preschool groups and even then, there are risk assessments, monitoring and 

cleaning plans to organize. You will see from the table that there are things which we are now able to do and are 
not doing, however this then becomes a question of time, who is going to do the risk assessments, organize the 
Rotas and volunteers and manage the cleaning regimes? Ultimately this comes under the responsibility of the 

parish priest and our procedures must be evidenced and in line with the health and safety guidelines and the law. 
Believe me I am as frustrated as you are in not being able to allow our premises to be open for parishioners; 

however, we are doing the best we can in the current circumstances and of upmost importance is to keep 
everyone safe. The situation is constantly under review but unless there is significant easing of the restrictions and 

many more teams of volunteers to help manage the reopening of our premises 
 then further changes are going to be minimal.   

For several weeks over the summer I shall also be covering the parishes of Maesteg and Aberkenfig.  
Many thanks for your patience and support. Father Tim 
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SUMMARY OF CORE GROUP MEETING ST MARY’S 
A Meeting convened to discuss plans for the future and how best we can support Fr Tim. The last 18 months have 
been challenging but all different kinds of processes & structures so that the people have been well served. Fr Tim 
gave an update on what is already in place and also asked the group about what measures can be put in place come 
September, given that the rules are changing daily. The feeling is that the Welsh government may continue with 
social distancing, masks and the vaccine programme into the winter months, therefore making any changes difficult. 
 
Extending the use of the Church.  

• It was agreed that due to the difficulties we would wait until the lockdown restrictions had eased before 
looking at reopening the hall and even then consider just using the hall for the parish and our own 
community. 

•  Idea floated of potentially reinstating teas and coffees in the Narthex area following suitable risk 
assessment (as it stands this is not currently allowed).  

• The cost of cleaning is proving prohibitive to opening up for wider use. 
• The stewards are doing a fantastic job of supporting the parish. The responsibility is twofold with the 

volunteers stewarding and also following the cleaning plan.  
• We cannot open for weekday Masses without a cleaning team. 
•  It was agreed that Mass provision in St Mary’s should stay as it is for now. Further Masses can be 

opened to the public if stewards are available. 
 

Sacramental Programmes 
• First Holy Communion children from 2019-20 had almost completed the programme, they will need a 

refresher course, but looking for them to take the sacrament at the end of October half term. 
• First Holy Communion children 2020-21 look to start in September with a view to completion pre-

Christmas. 
• First Holy Communion children 2021-22 to start Feb 2022 look to complete May 2022. 
• Confirmation 2019-20 & 2020-21 to catch up. 

Health & Safety 
• Keeping the building sanitised is the main issue and may be cost prohibitive in opening up further 
• Some updating to risk assessments to be done which are in the pipeline 
• Health & safety toolbox ongoing tasks on track 
• Opening up for regulated groups is possible (eg. Brownies & Guides) 

Fundraising and Social Events 
• Given the current situation and the age of those involved in the “Friends of St Mary’s” the group is 

currently disbanded. It will be put to the parish to decide what to do once restrictions have eased via a 
series of parish forum meetings. 

Finance 
• Given the current situation finances remain in good shape mainly due to the number of parishioners who 

give via standing order  
• There is some utilization of Virgin money via donate button on the website but parishioners are 

encouraged to set up a standing order rather than use Virgin money as this has fees attached. 
• Updates and appeals will continue going forward, though need to be mindful of those that are not in a 

position to give just now. 
• The finances have been impacted by loss of revenue from the hall and fundraising, however the balance 

remains healthy. 

AOB 
• Work of SVP commended 
• Installation of Des Quinn as a Knight of Columba  

Date of Next Meeting: September 2021 date TBA 
 
There will be a similar meeting in Our Lady Star of the Sea on Monday 5th July. 
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IF YOU HAVE NOT GOT A CONFIRMED BOOKING FOR MASS ON THE WEEKEND 
OR AT OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND 

Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea 10.00am on Tuesdays.  
St Mary’s will be open for Masses at 7.00pm on Wednesday, 10.00am on a Friday (there is now no 

need to book to attend these two weekday Masses) St Mary’s will be open for Masses at 6.00pm on 
Saturday, 11.00am on Sunday and 6.00pm on Sunday, please continue to book for these. 

Obligation to attend Mass is still suspended. Even if you have had your vaccine to keep us all safe it is 
really important to abide by the social distancing rules that are still in force. 

You must wear a mask. For bookings, please call 07534 095766 during office hours  
9am-4pm (CLOSED WEDNESDAY) or email bridgend@rcadc.org 

Please read the reminder of the rules below. Many thanks for your support. 
• Bookings for Masses can be made during office hours (9am-4pm Mon, Tues, 

Thurs, Fri) by telephoning 07534 095766. Alternatively you may email 
bridgend@rcadc.org   

• You MUST book if you wish to attend Mass. We do not want to turn people 
away at the door. If you have not booked and had your place confirmed in 
advance – PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND. 	

• By registering to attend Mass, you confirm the following conditions are met: 
o You currently show no symptoms for Coronavirus. 
o Should you develop symptoms prior to the service, you will NOT attend. 	
o You agree to use hand-sanitiser as a condition of entry. 	

• Please note that Face Coverings MUST be worn in Church. 	
• It should be noted that toilet facilities available only for emergencies.	
• You should arrive between 15 and 5 minutes before the start time of Mass. 	
• Please allow a Steward to show you to your seat. 	
• Please wait to be invited up to Holy Communion. If you do not wish to take 

communion please come for a blessing to avoid others having to brush past 
you on returning to the pew. 	

• Please refrain from talking to your friends who are not part of your household. 	
• No congregational singing is allowed at Mass and any responses should be 

made in a low tone, as singing and loud voices have been shown to spread 
the virus further. 	

• There will be no collection at Mass. You are encouraged to make your 
donation to the Church via standing order or online. If you wish to donate 
cash, please do so in the basket at the back of the Church or in one of the 
wall boxes around the Church. 	

• Once Mass has ended please leave the Church promptly and disperse.	

Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience or distress these regulations 
may cause. They are still a requirement to enable public worship to take place. 

 

Donations to the Parish – Virgin Money Giving/ Standing Orders/ Gift Aid                      
 You can continue to donate via Virgin Money Giving for those one-off donations however if you wish to 

make regular monthly donations to the life of the parish, please consider setting up a Standing Order. You 
can make your giving to the parish go even further by completing a gift aid declaration form (taxpayers 
only) meaning that for every £1 donated an extra 25p goes to the parish at no extra cost to you. If you 

would like to set up a standing order or require a gift aid form, then call the office or e-mail 
bridgend@rcadc.org Many thanks. 

 


