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   Catholic Parishes of St Mary’s, Bridgend, Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
Porthcawl & St Joseph’s of Arimathea, Kenfig Hill 

www.catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk 
www.catholicchurchporthcawl.org.uk 

Priests: Fr. Tim McGrath 01656 652034 & Fr. Silvio Briffa (retired) 
Parish Deacons: Rev. Philip Manghan philip.manghan@rcadc.org 

Rev. Robert Coyne Tel: 01656 783540 & Rev. Anthony Martin Tel: 01656 746648  
Parish Administrator: Sarah Kearns Tel: 07534 095766 bridgend@rcadc.org  

A Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff: 1177272 
                             
 

 
 
 
 

   

Date Mass Times Mass Intentions 
 Saturday 26th June 

 
Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 

Vigil 6.00pm live stream & bookings 
David Watkins (P & M McCormack) 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Sunday 27th June 
13th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings 
Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Derek Ford (Kay Readman) 
Rita Piper (Pamela Evans) 

Monday 28th June No Mass today  
Tuesday 29th June 

 
Sts Peter & Paul  

Our Lady Star of the Sea  
Mass 10.00am (bookings only) 

Margaret Pulko (Helen Wilson) 

Mass 10.00am St Mary’s  
Live stream & bookings 

Isabel Ford (D Morgan) 
Theresa Ginnelly (Margaret Thomas) 

Mass 7.00pm St Mary’s 
Live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
 

Wednesday 30th June  Mass 7.00pm 
 live stream & open to parishioners 

David Owen Brace (Evelyn) 
Kevin Stephens (Devine family) 

Thursday 1st July Mass 10.00am live stream only Anne McSherry RIP (Manghan family) 
Noreen Conway RIP (C Readman) 

Friday 2nd July Mass 10.00am  
live stream & open to parishioners 

Anne Roberts (D Williams) 
Reamonn Walsh (Sian Walsh) 

Saturday 3rd July Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 
Vigil 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

Thanksgiving (Biju & family) 
Joe Rodgers (Janet Rodgers) 

Sunday 4th July 
14th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings 
Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Harold Jenkins (L Davies) 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Mass Intentions (St Mary’s) there is currently a very, very long wait.  
Please book 2 or even 3 months in advance. Many thanks. 

 

Please continue to remember all those who are sick and housebound in your prayers:   
For July/ August:  
Until end of June: Anne Colson, Ryan Dixon, Barbara Fentham, Elsie Freeth, Catherine Grills, Sam & Betty Henn, Margaret Jarvis, 
John Lewis, Mary Maguire, Jean Martin, Maureen Pritchard and Marcus Rossini.                                                                                                                        

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish, our friends, relatives and those who have asked for our prayers:  
For July/ August: Martin Ginnelly, Jack Michael Ley, Brinley Morgan and Kevin Thomas, Helle 
Until end of June: Anna, Anthony George, Baby Elijah, Conall & Siobhan, Eddie, Emma, Erica, Garry, Jamie, Julia Margaret 
Lewis, Keith, Lloyd Woodroff, Margaret, Maria, Mary Thornton, Mike, Peter, Stewart and Vince Chapman. Please email 
bridgend@rcadc.org if you would like to add a name to the list. 

 

Prayers for the Sick - there has been a long tradition in the Church of requesting prayers for the sick and their names being 
published in the weekly newsletter. If you wish to have a person’s name included on the list, then please ensure you have 

their permission and then contact the office via email or telephone. The names currently on the list will remain until the end of 
June when they will be reviewed. If you wish for a name to remain on the list for July, then please contact us. 

 

“The relationship between the Risen Lord, the community of believers and sacred 
Scripture is essential to our identity as Christians.  Without the Lord who opens our 
minds to them, it is impossible to understand the Scriptures in depth.’ (Apertuit Illis 1)  
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13th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 27th June 2021 
Do not be afraid; only have faith!’ 

Central to today’s readings is God the giver of life. We are encouraged to have faith in the Lord and in 
the life that God brings – not just here on earth, but also in heaven. 

The passage from the Book of Wisdom in the First Reading, reminds us that God creates all things to 
have life, and to live that life well, resisting the temptations the evil one will bring. 

In the Second Reading, St Paul offers guidance on responding to the many kinds of gifts that come 
from living that life well. We’re not asked to make things harder for ourselves – but to use whatever 

surplus we have to share those gifts with others. 
The Psalm gives us a song of praise and thanks for the gift of life, and the healing promise of the Lord. 
With the psalmist we can rejoice in the knowledge that the Lord comes to the help of those who call, 

regardless of our worthiness. 
Through the miracles Jesus works in the Gospel, we are reminded once more of the healing, comfort, 

and new life that can be ours, if we but trust in the gift of faith. 
During the week ahead, I may like to use my time in prayer with the Lord to ask for my own faith to 

continue to increase, so that I will have more than enough to offer those who are struggling with theirs. 
 

Thank you to those who have come forward following the 
appeals for more stewards to keep our churches clean, 

sanitized, safe and open for Mass. The new Rota for St Mary’s 
has now been distributed to the stewards. We are still in need of 

stewards to make up a Rota for the 10.00am Sunday Mass to 
restart in Our Lady Star of the Sea. Volunteers must be below 

70 and in good health. If you think you may be able help, please 
contact Sarah in the office or see Father Tim. Many thanks. 

When will our Churches and Halls be open?  
More and more I am being asked when our churches will be open for more Masses and when can groups have 
access to our halls again? On the website a summary of the latest Covid-19 restrictions in Wales (see tier Alert 

level one), guidance for volunteering to steward and some examples of questions on opening the halls have been 
added. These are just a tiny fraction of the information that I have to take in, prioritise and manage alongside the 

running of the parishes. It is overwhelming. Whilst the larger churches in the Diocese are now open for some 
Masses, many of the smaller ones remain closed. Halls are tentatively reopening but only for regulated groups 
such as brownies and guides or preschool groups and even then, there are risk assessments, monitoring and 

cleaning plans to organize. You will see from the table that there are things which we are now able to do and are 
not doing, however this then becomes a question of time, who is going to do the risk assessments, organize the 
Rotas and volunteers and manage the cleaning regimes? Ultimately this comes under the responsibility of the 

parish priest and our procedures must be evidenced and in line with the health and safety guidelines and the law. 
Believe me I am as frustrated as you are in not being able to allow our premises to be open for parishioners; 

however, we are doing the best we can in the current circumstances and of upmost importance is to keep 
everyone safe. The situation is constantly under review but unless there is significant easing of the restrictions and 

many more teams of volunteers to help manage the reopening of our premises 
 then further changes are going to be minimal.   

For several weeks over the summer I shall also be covering the parishes of Maesteg and Aberkenfig.  
Many thanks for your patience and support. Father Tim 

 

Tuesday Mass in Our 
Lady Star of the Sea. 

Sadly, this Mass is 
oversubscribed. 

 Please consider booking 
for alternate weeks rather 

than every week.  
Many thanks. 
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CAFOD  
Reclaim our Common Home 

See the website for how you can help. 
 

‘When will things go back to normal?…. ’ 
What impact has the pandemic had on you and your family? Is this impact temporary? Or are the 
effects of it likely to last for months/years to come? How has your family life changed? Are there 

any areas of your life that you need advice about? Do you miss having people to share your 
experiences with? Would talking with others in similar situations help? 

Next drop-in Zoom Session on Tuesday June 29th at 11am with a final one on July 6th at 11am.  
Please email flc@rcadc.org for a joining invitation. 
If you do find things getting too much, remember to talk to family and friends and share your 
feelings; if this isn't possible or appropriate remember there are organisations that can offer 
support or just a listening ear:  

• Family lives  - offer information and support on many aspects of family life and parenting. 
They offer an online chat and have a helpline 0808 800 2222 

• Samaritans – call them anytime 116 123 
• If you have domestic abuse concerns, Refuge have a 24 hour helpline 0808 2000 247 

 

Just one of the many jobs that needs to be done to keep our 

church maintained! Thank you to the volunteers who have come 

forward. We shall be meeting at 10.30 am on Saturday 3rd July for 

a spot of weeding. Many hands make light work and you will be 

most welcome to join us.  

Social distancing rules will apply! 

 

 
Growing in Love 

An 8-part series which explores the role of Love in our lives, its joys and sorrows, its 
compulsiveness and barriers, its rewards and challenges…. all over the kitchen table and a 
cuppa with a friend. Over the series of online episodes, we will explore the true meaning of 
love, as well as how and why we need to ‘Grow IN Love’.  
 Please share with your loved ones: 
https://vimeo.com/555237127/f2b4a72193?fbclid=IwAR0l_egjneuUTbZtFuWv65QzED-
avJdIpwJm58pH9Ncr63ymehZUZIlvwrI 
I hope you enjoy it!  
Joanne 

Joanne White 
Archdiocesan Marriage & Family Life Worker/ Co-ordinator 
Gweithiwr yr Archesgobaeth ar Phriodas a Bywyd Teleuol/Cysylltwr  
 

 

 



 

4 

  

SUMMARY OF CORE GROUP MEETING ST MARY’S 
A Meeting convened to discuss plans for the future and how best we can support Fr Tim. The last 18 months have 
been challenging but all different kinds of processes & structures so that the people have been well served. Fr Tim 
gave an update on what is already in place and also asked the group about what measures can be put in place come 
September, given that the rules are changing daily. The feeling is that the Welsh government may continue with 
social distancing, masks and the vaccine programme into the winter months, therefore making any changes difficult. 
 
Extending the use of the Church.  

• It was agreed that due to the difficulties we would wait until the lockdown restrictions had eased before 
looking at reopening the hall and even then consider just using the hall for the parish and our own 
community. 

•  Idea floated of potentially reinstating teas and coffees in the Narthex area following suitable risk 
assessment (as it stands this is not currently allowed).  

• The cost of cleaning is proving prohibitive to opening up for wider use. 
• The stewards are doing a fantastic job of supporting the parish. The responsibility is twofold with the 

volunteers stewarding and also following the cleaning plan.  
• We cannot open for weekday Masses without a cleaning team. 
•  It was agreed that Mass provision in St Mary’s should stay as it is for now. Further Masses can be 

opened to the public if stewards are available. 
 

Sacramental Programmes 
• First Holy Communion children from 2019-20 had almost completed the programme, they will need a 

refresher course, but looking for them to take the sacrament at the end of October half term. 
• First Holy Communion children 2020-21 look to start in September with a view to completion pre-

Christmas. 
• First Holy Communion children 2021-22 to start Feb 2022 look to complete May 2022. 
• Confirmation 2019-20 & 2020-21 to catch up. 

Health & Safety 
• Keeping the building sanitised is the main issue and may be cost prohibitive in opening up further 
• Some updating to risk assessments to be done which are in the pipeline 
• Health & safety toolbox ongoing tasks on track 
• Opening up for regulated groups is possible (eg. Brownies & Guides) 

Fundraising and Social Events 
• Given the current situation and the age of those involved in the “Friends of St Mary’s” the group is 

disbanded. It will be put to the parish to decide what to do once restrictions have eased. 

Finance 
• Given the current situation finances remain in good shape mainly due to the number of parishioners who 

give via standing order  
• There is some utilization of Virgin money via donate button on the website but parishioners are 

encouraged to set up a standing order rather than use Virgin money as this has fees attached. 
• Updates and appeals will continue going forward, though need to be mindful of those that are not in a 

position to give just now. 
• The finances have been impacted by loss of revenue from the hall and fundraising, however the balance 

remains healthy. 

AOB 
• Work of SVP commended 
• Installation of Des Quinn as a Knight of Columba  

Date of Next Meeting: September 2021 date TBA 
 
There will be a similar meeting in Our Lady Star of the Sea shortly. 
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IF YOU HAVE NOT BOOKED FOR MASS PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND 
Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea 10.00am on Tuesdays.  

St Mary’s will be open for Masses at 7.00pm on Wednesday 6.00pm on Saturday, 
 11.00am on Sunday and 6.00pm on Sunday. 

Obligation to attend Mass is still suspended. Even if you have had your vaccine to keep us all safe it is 
really important to abide by the social distancing rules that are still in force. 

You must wear a mask. For bookings, please call 07534 095766 during office hours  
9am-4pm (CLOSED WEDNESDAY) or email bridgend@rcadc.org 

Please read the reminder of the rules below. Many thanks for your support. 
 

• Bookings for Masses can be made during office hours (9am-4pm Mon, Tues, 
Thurs, Fri) by telephoning 07534 095766. Alternatively you may email 
bridgend@rcadc.org   

• You MUST book if you wish to attend Mass. We do not want to turn people 
away at the door. If you have not booked and had your place confirmed in 
advance – PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND. 	

• By registering to attend Mass, you confirm the following conditions are met: 
o You currently show no symptoms for Coronavirus. 
o Should you develop symptoms prior to the service, you will NOT attend. 	
o You agree to use hand-sanitiser as a condition of entry. 	

• Please note that Face Coverings MUST be worn in Church. 	
• It should be noted that toilet facilities available only for emergencies.	
• You should arrive between 15 and 5 minutes before the start time of Mass. 	
• Please allow a Steward to show you to your seat. 	
• Please wait to be invited up to Holy Communion. If you do not wish to take 

communion please come for a blessing to avoid others having to brush past 
you on returning to the pew. 	

• Please refrain from talking to your friends who are not part of your household. 	
• No congregational singing is allowed at Mass and any responses should be 

made in a low tone, as singing and loud voices have been shown to spread 
the virus further. 	

• There will be no collection at Mass. You are encouraged to make your 
donation to the Church via standing order or online. If you wish to donate 
cash, please do so in the basket at the back of the Church or in one of the 
wall boxes around the Church. 	

• Once Mass has ended please leave the Church promptly and disperse.	

Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience or distress these 
regulations may cause. They are still a requirement to enable 

public worship to take place. 
 

Donations to the Parish – Virgin Money Giving/ Standing Orders/ Gift Aid                      
 You can continue to donate via Virgin Money Giving for those one-off donations however if you wish to 

make regular monthly donations to the life of the parish, please consider setting up a Standing Order. You 
can make your giving to the parish go even further by completing a gift aid declaration form (taxpayers 
only) meaning that for every £1 donated an extra 25p goes to the parish at no extra cost to you. If you 

would like to set up a standing order or require a gift aid form, then call the office or e-mail 
bridgend@rcadc.org Many thanks. 

 


