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Date Mass Times Mass Intentions 
 Saturday 17th April 

 
Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 

Vigil 6.00pm live stream & bookings 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Shelia Kershaw (N Kershaw) 

Sunday 18th April 
3rd Sunday of 

Eastertide 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings 
Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Adele Pratt (L Davies) 
Sean Connick (Anna Connick) 

Monday 19th April NO MASS TODAY  
Tuesday 20th April Our Lady Star of the Sea  

Mass 10.00am (bookings only) 
David Watkins RIP (M&R Gallagher) 

Wednesday 21st April Mass 7.00pm 
 live stream & bookings 

Kevin Stephens (Pauline & John Lockett) 
Giovanna Cavalli (MPC) 

Thursday 22nd April Mass 10.00am live stream only Terry Morgan (CE) 
Terri Williams (Sonja Cavalli) 

Requiem Mass 12.00 noon 
OLSS Phillis Russell 

INVITATION ONLY 

Friday 23rd April Mass 10.00am live stream only Molinari Family (LDavies) 
Soul of Hilario Con-ui (Mr & Mrs Vista) 

Saturday 24th April Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 
Vigil 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

Thanksgiving 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Sunday 25th April 
4th Sunday of 

Eastertide 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings 
Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Gwyn Lewis & Derek Ford (Mary Lewis) 
Audrey Skinner ( Sue Ryan) 

Please continue to remember all those who are sick and housebound in your prayers:                                                 
Mary Bryan, Anne Colson, Ryan Dixon, Angela Ellis, Barbara Fentham, Elsie Freeth, Catherine Grills, Sam & Betty Henn, Margaret 
Jarvis, John Lewis, Mary Maguire, Jean Martin, Robert Morrison, Maureen Pritchard and Marcus Rossini.                                                                                                                        
We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish, our friends, relatives and those who have asked for 
our prayers: Anna, Anthony George, Baby Elijah, Conall & Siobhan, Eddie, Emma, Erica, Garry, Harold Jenkins, Helle, 
Jamie, Julia Margaret Lewis, Keith, Kevin Thomas, Lloyd Woodroff,  Margaret, Maria, Martin Ginnelly, Mary Thornton, 
Mike, Peter, Stewart and Vince Chapman. Please email bridgend@rcadc.org if you would like to add a name to the list.  

 

‘Lord Jesus, explain the 
scriptures to us.  Make our 

hearts burn within us as you 
talk to us.’  Luke 24:32 

Father Tim will be giving a talk on St. Matthew’s 
Gospel for “The God who speaks”  on Saturday 
24/4/21 at 11-12:30 This will be livestreamed 

and also made available on the website. 
 

With more people being vaccinated demand for places at Mass is increasing. Please consider coming to 
one of the 6.00pm Masses to allow families to attend the 11.00am Mass. Please also consider not coming 
every week to enable others to have a chance of attending a Mass. The 10.00am Mass in Porthcawl and 

the 11am Mass in Bridgend both get booked up very quickly. The obligation to attend Mass is still 
suspended and we have heard this week that restrictions are unlikely to be eased for Churches across 

Wales for some time yet. Thank you for following the booking procedure. Thank you for joining us via the 
live stream and thank you for your continued support this is very much appreciated. God Bless. 

     
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eternal Rest 
In your mercy, please pray for the repose of the souls of  

Phillis Russell and Winifred Mary Sexton recently deceased. 
Requiem Mass for Phillis Russell at 12.00 noon on Thursday 

 22nd April in Our Lady Star of the Sea followed by internment at 
Porthcawl Cemetery. 

Funeral Service for Mary Sexton at 1.00pm on Friday 30th April at 
St Mary’s followed by internment at Laleston Cemetery. 
Please keep their families in your thoughts and prayers at this 

 sad and difficult time. 
May they rest in peace. Amen 

Mary Cousins RIP 
 

Thank you to the parish 
community for their 

 many prayers, cards & 
expressions of sympathy 
which have been of great 

comfort to the family  
at this time.  
John Cousins 

 

 

 If you are celebrating a milestone anniversary or did during 2020 and would 
like to be listed in the Mass booklet, or would like to send in a wedding photo 

to be included in a reflection during the Mass please email the Family Life 
Commission before April 18th flc@rcadc.org 

 
Just to let you know 25 couples 

 celebrating significant anniversaries this year or last year have already 
contacted us, however it would be lovely to have more and to include any 
newly married couples too, especially given the likely impact the pandemic 

has had on their celebrations. 
 

Thank you all as ever for your support. This will be a lovely celebration that 
hopefully will lift our collective spirits. 

 

Thanksgiving Mass for Marriage – Saturday 15th May 2021 
Live streamed at 11am from St Mary’s Newport 

Celebrant Fr Michael Doyle 
During the Mass, married couples will be invited to make the  

Renewal of Commitment at home. 
 

First Holy Communion Update  
please see website under the Sacraments & Formations tab. 

Fr Tim Silver Jubilee  
Mass 10.00am Monday 3rd May 

On Monday 3rd May Fr Tim will celebrate the 25th anniversary of his 
ordination as a priest. Hopefully once restrictions are lifted we shall be able to 

host a fitting celebration. The Mass will be available via the live stream, 
however there are limited places available at the Mass so if you would like to 
come along, please book on 07534 095766 (by 4.00pm on Thursday 29th April). 

Many thanks. 
 



 
  

A Message from His Grace Archbishop George Stack 
 

Most people are anxious to “get back to normal” following the COVID 19 pandemic which we are 
still enduring. We already know that the “new normal” will demand new ways in every sphere of 
society. In the meantime, we look forward to the gradual re-opening of shops, amenities, schools 
and the lifting of many of the restrictions under which we have been living.  
It is good that so many of our churches have been able to re-open in time for Easter, albeit with 
restricted numbers and under strict PPE regulations. The gradual re-opening of others will require a 
health and Safety checklist to be completed in each instance to ensure that the church is ‘COVID-
safe’ – not least for insurance purposes.  
In common with every other institution in the country, the financial challenges facing the Diocese 
and parishes as a result of the pandemic are considerable. Inevitably there will also be concern in 
parishes as to whether congregations will return to their pre-COVID levels. A significant number of 
people will continue to have health concerns and reservations about large gatherings. The growth of 
the Live Streaming of Mass and other services is something I suspect will remain with us for the 
future. Undoubtedly there will be a degree of ‘experimentation’ and adjustment with the times and 
frequency of the celebration of Mass as well as numbers being allowed to congregate in churches at 
any one time. Although we have often spoken about ‘the new evangelisation’ in the past, we shall 
certainly be presented with challenges and opportunities in the immediate future. I commend to you 
the new Archdiocesan program developed by the Diocesan Evangelisation Commission entitled 
Spreading the Gospel: Developing a Missionary Parish. The seven-week program is on Zoom and 
will begin on 21 April for seven weeks. Further details from madeleine.walters@rcadc.org  
Let us pray that we have the wonder and amazement of the first disciples in our own hearts as they 
walk away from the tomb realizing that there is a new life before us to which we are called in this 
world and the next. 
With every blessing. 
+George Stack 
Archbishop of Cardiff 
 
 

3rd Sunday of Eastertide, 18th April 2021 
In the midst of the joy and exuberance of Easter, this Sunday’s readings allow us to consider 
our sinfulness, our doubts and our weakness. This is not to weigh us down, but to bring us 

peace and encourage us to live the new life won for us. 
In the First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Peter is gentle with those responsible for 

the death of the 'Prince of life’. They must now turn back to God. 
The Psalm is both a cry for help and a song of hope and trust. 

John, in the Second Reading, speaks of Christ as our Advocate with the Father. Not only 
does he take our sins away, he fills us with God’s love. 

Jesus appears to his doubting disciples in the Gospel. He reassures them by inviting them to 
touch him and by eating with them, before increasing their understanding  

and hinting at their mission. 
Let us continue our Lenten journey this week, strengthened by the gift of Christ’s peace, and 

conscious of being his witnesses – even if, at times, we are confused and doubtful. 

 



 

SPREAD THE GOSPEL: DEVELOPING A MISSIONARY PARISH 
 
As a follow on to the Sherry Weddell Conference - 'Forming Intentional Disciples’ a year 
ago, the Diocesan Evangelisation Commission have designed a programme 
entitled: 'Spread the Gospel: Developing a Missionary Parish’. The 7 session 
programme summarises the need for evangelisation as a characteristic of a missionary 
parish. This programme is FREE to attend. 
The course will be put on via Zoom. This programme is open to all parishioners, 
but we would encourage all those who attended the Sherry Weddell conference  
to involve themselves in this programme. The dates are as follows: 
 
Spread the Gospel: Developing a Missionary Parish 
Wednesday evenings at 7pm Delivered via Zoom (due to current restrictions) 
 

• Wed 21 April 2021 
• The Great Commission & the Early Church 

 
• Wed 28 April 2021 
• Pentecost - The Start of the Church  

 
• Wed 5 May 2021 
• What is the Church saying today about Evangelisation? 

 
• Wed 12 May 2021 
• Witnessing to our faith  

 
• Wed 19 May 2021 
• Evangelisation & non church-going Catholics  

 
• BREAK FOR 2 WEEKS 

 
• Wed 9 June 2021 
• Building a Team & Writing a Plan 

 
• Wed 16 June 2021 
• Go Out and Teach all Nations 

 
This practically based course will be followed by another programme entitled the Genesis 
Mission. This will give all parishioners the tools toequip themselves to share their faith with 
others.  
 
This is an exciting development in the life of the diocese at this stage.We would encourage 
all to involve themselves. Please contact for joiningdetails as soon as possible, giving your 
name and your parish: 
 
Madeleine Walters (Chairperson of the Diocesan Evangelisation 
Commission) email: mwalters@rcadc.org. (NB - The course can take 40 people. If it is 
full, then another course will be put on - dates to follow).   



  
 
 

 
 

 

Priest Training Fund Appeal 24th/25th April. 
 

Called to Serve 
If the last year has taught us anything, it is how important parish priests are in 
providing spiritual and practical support during a crisis.  
They’ve made a commitment to us, to provide spiritual care and practical charity for those in need. 
They do so in parishes, in prisons, hospitals and schools, and in many other ways, preaching, 
teaching, and being there to offer support and guidance. 
Those who decide to train for the priesthood have also made a commitment to our faith. Without 
their sacrifice our community would be all the poorer as we have learnt throughout the pandemic.  
The calibre of those who have answered God’s call to serve as priests gives us hope for the future. 
We must prepare these men as best we can for all the challenges that the world can throw at them. As 
a church we are committed to ensuring that they receive robust preparation under the guidance of 
expert mentors.  
 
Worthy Investment  
The challenge of a lifelong commitment to serve God and God’s people is daunting. But those who 
enter seminary know that they are supported by family and friends in their home diocese.   
Priests are called to live simple lives but high-
quality training comes at a price. On average 
the Archdiocese of Cardiff invests £189,000 in 
the formation of each seminarian over seven 
years. Yet following ordination a priest may 
give back more than 40 or 50-years’ service, so 
the investment brings a considerable return. 

 
Can you help?  
Investing in vocations ensures that future 
generations will enjoy the support and 
guidance of a parish priest. We ask our 
friends, and those who share our vision for 
a world transformed by Jesus Christ, to 
consider how they might be able to help. 
 
 
This Year donations to the Priests Training Fund will be matched pound-for-pound by the Jesuit 
Seminary and Mission Fund.* 
If you would like to support the Priest Training Fund appeal you can request a gift aid envelope at your 
parish church. Alternatively, you can give online at www.rcadc.org/donations. You can also cut out the Gift 
Aid declaration in this newsletter and return it with your donation to Archbishop’s House, 41/43 Cathedral 
Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HD. 
 
Your generosity and prayers make this possible. Thank you.  
 
* Up to a maximum of £20,000 
 

 



 

 
PLEASE BOOK FOR WEEKEND MASSES BY 4.00PM ON FRIDAY  

MANY THANKS. 
Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea 10.00am on Tuesdays.  

St Mary’s will be open for Masses at 7.00pm on Wednesday 6.00pm on Saturday, 
 11.00am on Sunday and 6.00pm on Sunday. 

Obligation to attend Mass is still suspended and it may be wise to wait until you have had both doses 
of your vaccine administered. Even if you have had your vaccine to keep us all safe it is really 

important to abide by the social distancing rules that are still in force. 
You must wear a mask. For bookings please call 07534 095766 during office hours  

9am-4pm (CLOSED WEDNESDAY) or email bridgend@rcadc.org 
Please read the reminder of the rules at the end of the newsletter. Many thanks for your support. 

 

• Bookings for Masses can be made during office hours (9am-4pm Mon, Tues, 
Thurs, Fri) by telephoning 07534 095766. Alternatively you may email 
bridgend@rcadc.org 

• You MUST book if you wish to attend Mass. We do not want to turn people 
away at the door. If you have not booked and had your place confirmed in 
advance – PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND. 	

• By registering to attend Mass, you confirm the following conditions are met: 
o You currently show no symptoms for Coronavirus. 
o Should you develop symptoms prior to the service, you will NOT attend. 	
o You agree to use hand-sanitiser as a condition of entry. 	

• Please note that Face Coverings MUST be worn in Church. 	
• It should be noted that there will be no toilet facilities available. 	
• You should arrive between 15 and 5 minutes before the start time of Mass. 	
• Please allow a Steward to show you to your seat. 	
• Please wait to be invited up to Holy Communion. If you do not wish to take 

communion please come for a blessing to avoid others having to brush past 
you on returning to the pew. 	

• Please refrain from talking to your friends who are not part of your household. 	
• No congregational singing is allowed at Mass and any responses should be 

made in a low tone, as singing and loud voices have been shown to spread 
the virus further. 	

• There will be no collection at Mass. You are encouraged to make your 
donation to the Church via standing order or online. If you wish to donate 
cash, please do so in the basket at the back of the Church or in one of the 
wall boxes around the Church. 	

• Once Mass has ended please leave the Church promptly and disperse.	

Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience or distress these 
regulations may cause. They are a requirement to enable 

public worship to take place. 
 

Mass Intentions – please be aware that there is currently a long wait. 
 For specific dates please book 2 or even 3 months in advance.  

Many thanks. 


