
  
 
 

 
 

   Catholic Parishes of St Mary’s, Bridgend, Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
Porthcawl & St Joseph’s of Arimathea, Kenfig Hill 

www.catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk 
www.catholicchurchporthcawl.org.uk 

Priests: Fr. Tim McGrath 01656 652034 & Fr. Silvio Briffa (retired) 
Parish Deacons: Rev. Philip Manghan philip.manghan@rcadc.org 

Rev. Robert Coyne Tel: 01656 783540 & Rev. Anthony Martin Tel: 01656 746648  
Parish Administrator: Sarah Kearns Tel: 07534 095766 bridgend@rcadc.org  
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Date Mass Times Mass Intentions 
 Saturday 1st May 

 
Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 

Vigil 6.00pm live stream & bookings 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Eileen & Eric Phillips & The Golden Book 

Sunday 2nd May 
5th Sunday of 
Eastertide 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings 
Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

David Watkins (Mary & Gareth) 
Mary & Marysia Wieczorek (A Jones)  
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Monday 3rd May Mass 10.00am Thanksgiving for Father Tim  
and for vocations to the priesthood 

Tuesday 4th May Our Lady Star of the Sea  
Mass 10.00am (bookings only) 

Aidan Williams (M& R Gallagher) 

Wednesday 5th May Requiem Mass 10.30am 
 John Dunne 

 

Mass 7.00pm 
 live stream & bookings 

Soul of Hilario Con-Ui 
Dilys Raikes (Meri Ricci & Sonja Cavalli) 

Thursday 6th May NO MASS TODAY  
Friday 7th May Mass 10.00am live stream only Paul Monaghan RIP (CE) 

Brian Shellard (Kathleen O’ Driscoll) 
Saturday 8th May Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 

Vigil 6.00pm live stream & bookings 
Hugh O’Brien (Mary & Gareth) 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Sunday 9th May 
6th Sunday of 

Eastertide 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings 
Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Bernie Vista healing (Mr & Mrs Vista) 
Alan Burrows anniversary (E Burrows) 

Please continue to remember all those who are sick and housebound in your prayers:                                                 
Mary Bryan, Anne Colson, Ryan Dixon, Angela Ellis, Barbara Fentham, Elsie Freeth, Catherine Grills, Sam & Betty Henn, Margaret 
Jarvis, Des Kiernan, John Lewis, Mary Maguire, Jean Martin, Maureen Pritchard and Marcus Rossini.                                                                                                                        
We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish, our friends, relatives and those who have asked for 
our prayers: Anna, Anthony George, Baby Elijah, Conall & Siobhan, Eddie, Emma, Erica, Garry, Helle, Jamie, Julia 
Margaret Lewis, Keith, Kevin Thomas, Lloyd Woodroff,  Margaret, Maria, Martin Ginnelly, Mary Thornton, Mike, Peter, 
Stewart and Vince Chapman. Please email bridgend@rcadc.org if you would like to add a name to the list.  

Please see the link to this year’s Vocation’s Magazine, with an update on our seminarians and 
various articles on hospital Chalaincy and relevant stories etc. 

 https://rcadc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Vocations-mag-2021.pdf. 
The office will be closed until Thursday 6th May. Mass on Tuesday 4th May in Our Lady Star of the Sea is 

fully booked. Bookings for weekend Masses at St Mary’s must be made by 4.00pm on Friday.  
Please text or call and leave a message on 07534 095766 or email bridgend@rcadc.org I will catch up on 

all messages on Thursday. Please consider coming to one of the 6.00pm Masses to allow families to 
attend the 11.00am Mass. Sadly, the restrictions are unlikely to be eased for Churches across Wales for 

some time yet. Thank you for following the booking procedure. Thank you for joining us via the live 
stream and thank you for your continued support. God Bless. 

     
  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr Tim Silver Jubilee  
Mass 10.00am Monday 3rd May 

On Monday 3rd May Fr Tim will celebrate the 25th anniversary of his 
ordination as a priest. Hopefully once restrictions are lifted we shall be able 
to host a fitting celebration. Please join Fr Tim via the live stream and give 

thanks for his ministry. 
 

Congratulations to Marion Tyre who 
celebrated her 90th Birthday on 25th 

April. Marion is a valued member of the 
music group at Our Lady Star of the Sea.  

Wishing her every blessing. 

Eternal Rest 
In your mercy, please pray for the repose of the souls of John Dunne, Baby Shane Mullaly  

 Jacqueline Cahill and Robert Morrison recently deceased. 
Requiem Mass for John Dunne 10.30am on Wednesday 5th May at St Mary’s. 

Please keep their families in your thoughts and prayers at this  
sad and difficult time. May they rest in peace. Amen 

To open for another weekday Mass in 
Our Lady Star of the Sea we need more 
parishioners who are willing to steward 

to come forward. There are strict 
guidelines to conform to, however if you 

think you may be able help, please 
contact the office. Many thanks. 

I was ordained on 3rd May 1996. Normally you have the Summer off following your ordination, 
but the then Archbishop, Archbishop Ward, had other ideas and sent me off to the parish in 

Treorchy. This turned out to be a blessing in disguise as there I learned to say Mass 
and get to feel comfortable celebrating the Sacrament, without another 

Parish Priest looking over my shoulder. 
In September of that year I came to Bridgend, to work with Fr. Isaac on the building of the 

“New” church. When St Mary’s was completed, I was moved to Dowlas top, Merthyr, with Fr 
Dewi Davies (God rest him).  Fr. Davies had been broken into, so I think I was sent up to act as 

muscle, truth was I came home later from the local than the burglars stayed out. 
After a few years I was sent as Parish Priest to St. John’s Rhymney and the Immaculate 

Conception Parish Tredegar, one of Fr. Silvio’s old stamping grounds. 
Once again after a few years I was asked if I would join Fr. Isaac in Bridgend. It is in the Bridgend 
area I have exercised most of my ministry. I have been Parish Priest of Porthcawl, Maesteg and 
Aberkenfig. With Fr. Isaac I also took pastoral care of Llantwit Major and Cowbridge until finally 

being appointed to Bridgend as Parish Priest of the three Parishes, as we are now. 
When I started my ministry in this area, there were at least 8 full time Priests. Now there are 
just the 3. I am sure over the years in many of the Parishes I have served there are plenty of 

things I have done and still do wrong.  My apologies. Please pray for vocations to the Priesthood 
and pray for Priests who struggle with their Ministry. I have been blessed that I enjoy what I do, 
and I give thanks every day for my blessings. Please pray for all the Parishes and peoples I have 

served in the past, serve now and will do in the future. 
I always thank God for the support, kindness, prayers and tolerance of you all. 

Please pray for me as I do for you. God Bless. Fr Tim 



 
  

5th Sunday of Eastertide, 2nd May 2021 
‘I am the vine, you are the branches.  

Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in plenty.’ 
Today’s readings remind us that when, like St Paul, ‘we believe in the name of Jesus Christ’, we 

accept the intimate relationship to which God invites us.  
We become branches of the true vine, Jesus Christ. 

The Gospel shows the amazing intimacy that Jesus offers through the wonderful image of the 
vine and branches. Having Jesus, the true vine, live within our hearts, we as his disciples, the 

branches, will bear fruit; cut off from Jesus, we can do nothing at all. Jesus reveals his Father as 
the vinedresser, tending to us with love, and sometimes pruning us  

so that we can produce more plentiful fruit. 
In the Second Reading, John reminds us that by believing in Jesus Christ, and loving one 
another, we are doing what God wants, and that God lives in us through the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. He also reassures us that we have nothing to fear in God’s loving presence. We get an 
indication of the fruit that Jesus speaks of when John tells us that our love needs  

‘not to be just words or mere talk, but something real and active.’ 
We see an example of this in the First Reading, where Saul proves his love for Jesus by 

preaching about him to the community.  
The apostles come to accept him and the local churches begin to put down roots and grow, 

drawing now from a new source of life: the Holy Spirit. 
The Psalm, part of which we heard on Palm Sunday, and which Jesus prayed on the cross, 

closes today with words of the Lord’s love, generosity and faithfulness.  
We are all invited to worship and serve him. 

During the week, I may like to ponder the relationship God longs to have with me,  
and the fruit he enables me to bear. 

 

Sponsored Climb for HCPT 
A little sign that things are slowly getting back to some sort of normal! 

As the COVID restrictions have been lifted and the weather improved the long ago 
planned sponsored climb to raise money for HCPT has now taken place.  

Tamzen and Dan climbed Pen-Y-Fan on Saturday 24th April 2021. 
Please see the website for photos. In one you will see Tamzen with a small statue of 
Our Lady of Lourdes on the mountain peak stone. Tamzen was delighted to have at 

long last honoured her pledge to the parish who so generously sponsored  
her to complete this promised climb.  

Once restrictions allow Tamzen hopes to express a more formal  
thank you in person to the parish. 

 

The talk given by Father Tim last weekend on “Encountering 
Jesus the Messiah in Matthew’s Gospel” is now available on the 

website. Find the newsletter page and you will see it there! 
 



 

 
 

Priest Training Fund Appeal  
 

Called to Serve 
If the last year has taught us anything, it is how important parish priests are in 
providing spiritual and practical support during a crisis.  
They’ve made a commitment to us, to provide spiritual care and practical charity for those in need. 
They do so in parishes, in prisons, hospitals and schools, and in many other ways, preaching, 
teaching, and being there to offer support and guidance. 
Those who decide to train for the priesthood have also made a commitment to our faith. Without 
their sacrifice our community would be all the poorer as we have learnt throughout the pandemic.  
The calibre of those who have answered God’s call to serve as priests gives us hope for the future. 
We must prepare these men as best we can for all the challenges that the world can throw at them. As 
a church we are committed to ensuring that they receive robust preparation under the guidance of 
expert mentors.  
 
Worthy Investment  
The challenge of a lifelong commitment to serve God and God’s people is daunting. But those who 
enter seminary know that they are supported by family and friends in their home diocese.   
Priests are called to live simple lives but high-
quality training comes at a price. On average 
the Archdiocese of Cardiff invests £189,000 in 
the formation of each seminarian over seven 
years. Yet following ordination a priest may 
give back more than 40 or 50-years’ service, so 
the investment brings a considerable return. 

 
Can you help?  
Investing in vocations ensures that future 
generations will enjoy the support and 
guidance of a parish priest. We ask our 
friends, and those who share our vision for 
a world transformed by Jesus Christ, to 
consider how they might be able to help. 
 
 
This Year donations to the Priests Training Fund will be matched pound-for-pound by the Jesuit 
Seminary and Mission Fund.* 
If you would like to support the Priest Training Fund appeal you can request a gift aid envelope at your 
parish church. Alternatively, you can give online at www.rcadc.org/donations. You can also cut out the Gift 
Aid declaration in this newsletter and return it with your donation to Archbishop’s House, 41/43 Cathedral 
Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HD. 
 
Your generosity and prayers make this possible. Thank you.  
 
* Up to a maximum of £20,000 
 



  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPREAD THE GOSPEL: DEVELOPING A MISSIONARY PARISH 
44 begin the New Archdiocesan Programme! 

The Diocesan Evangelisation Commission is pleased to announce that 44 parishioners and clergy 
from parishes across the Archdiocese began the new Evangelisation Programme on 21st April. 

We had more applications than we could take on the first run as 
44 was our optimum number and applications are still coming in.  

A second run of the Programme has now been arranged to accommodate 
the continuing interest. The dates will be Tuesday, September 28th, October 5th, 12th and 19th, 

and November 2nd, 9th and 16th 2021. 
The Programme is open to all parishioners and clergy across the Archdiocese. 

 
It is a seven-week programme, running for one and half hours via Zoom on one evening a week.   
The Programme will remind participants of the Great Commission and the basic Gospel message.  
It will cover a rudimentary history of the early church and will consider important messages from 
recent papal papers, how to give witness testimonies, evangelise non-church going Catholics with 

practical approaches and tools for building a parish team to evangelise. 
 

The Genesis Mission will be an important follow-on activity offered to participants, providing the 
necessary skills for successful encounters. 

For more information and to register for the second run of the Programme, please email 
Madeleine Walters at madeleine.walters@rcadc.org 

 

*** URGENT – 200 CLUB Our Lady Star of Sea & St Joseph’s*** 
 

Due to a processing issue at Barclays, all those who make Standing Order payments to 
the 200 CLUB have had their payments returned.  

 You will notice on your bank statement that the payment will have been debited and 
then credited back the same day. 

In order to rectify matters, for future payments, could you please kindly arrange for 
the account number that the payment is being made to, to be amended to 

33951863.   
All other details of the standing order remain unaltered. 

You will either have to request your bank to do this or amend it through your online 
banking facility if you have one. 

As the next Standing Order is not due until April 2022, we will not operate the Club 
this year.  Those who usually pay by cash/cheque/direct credit will not receive the 

usual letter. 
It would be helpful if you could just let me know when you have made the 

amendment by emailing me at postnowtomjb@outlook.com or text to 07392 435265 
or by calling (01656) 773759.  Thank you. 

Sincere apologies for the inconvenience caused. 
Martyn Bale (200 Club Organiser) 

 

Please note that any enquires about anything to do with the parish or Church 
premises can all be answered by phoning the office number (01656 652034). 

Please DO NOT GIVE OUT the private numbers of parishioners. 
 



 

 

 

PLEASE BOOK FOR WEEKEND MASSES BY 4.00PM ON FRIDAY  
MANY THANKS. 

Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea 10.00am on Tuesdays.  
St Mary’s will be open for Masses at 7.00pm on Wednesday 6.00pm on Saturday, 

 11.00am on Sunday and 6.00pm on Sunday. 
Obligation to attend Mass is still suspended and it may be wise to wait until you have had both doses 

of your vaccine administered. Even if you have had your vaccine to keep us all safe it is really 
important to abide by the social distancing rules that are still in force. 

You must wear a mask. For bookings, please call 07534 095766 during office hours  
9am-4pm (CLOSED WEDNESDAY) or email bridgend@rcadc.org 

Please read the reminder of the rules at the end of the newsletter. Many thanks for your support. 
 
 

• Bookings for Masses can be made during office hours (9am-4pm Mon, Tues, 
Thurs, Fri) by telephoning 07534 095766. Alternatively you may email 
bridgend@rcadc.org 

• You MUST book if you wish to attend Mass. We do not want to turn people 
away at the door. If you have not booked and had your place confirmed in 
advance – PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND. 	

• By registering to attend Mass, you confirm the following conditions are met: 
o You currently show no symptoms for Coronavirus. 
o Should you develop symptoms prior to the service, you will NOT attend. 	
o You agree to use hand-sanitiser as a condition of entry. 	

• Please note that Face Coverings MUST be worn in Church. 	
• It should be noted that there will be no toilet facilities available. 	
• You should arrive between 15 and 5 minutes before the start time of Mass. 	
• Please allow a Steward to show you to your seat. 	
• Please wait to be invited up to Holy Communion. If you do not wish to take 

communion please come for a blessing to avoid others having to brush past 
you on returning to the pew. 	

• Please refrain from talking to your friends who are not part of your household. 	
• No congregational singing is allowed at Mass and any responses should be 

made in a low tone, as singing and loud voices have been shown to spread 
the virus further. 	

• There will be no collection at Mass. You are encouraged to make your 
donation to the Church via standing order or online. If you wish to donate 
cash, please do so in the basket at the back of the Church or in one of the 
wall boxes around the Church. 	

• Once Mass has ended please leave the Church promptly and disperse.	

Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience or distress these 
regulations may cause. They are a requirement to enable 

public worship to take place. 
 

Mass Intentions – please be aware that there is currently a long wait. 
 For specific dates please book 2 or even 3 months in advance.  

Many thanks. 


