
5th Sunday of Lent 
Catholic Parishes of St Mary’s, Bridgend, Our Lady Star of the Sea, Porthcawl  

& St Joseph’s of Arimathea, Kenfig Hill 
www.catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk 
www.catholicchurchporthcawl.org.uk 

Priests: Fr. Tim McGrath 01656 652034 & Fr. Silvio Briffa (retired) 
Parish Deacons: Rev. Philip Manghan philip.manghan@rcadc.org 

Rev. Robert Coyne Tel: 01656 783540 & Rev. Anthony Martin Tel: 01656 746648  
Parish Administrator: Sarah Kearns Tel: 07534 095766 bridgend@rcadc.org  

A Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff: 1177272 

 
 

 
 

Some Masses are now open to the public. Please do not attend unless you have booked. Many thanks. 

Date Mass Times Mass Intention 

 Sat 20th March 
 

 Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 
Vigil Mass 6.00 pm live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Stephen Rock RIP (Dolan family) 

Sun 21st March 

5th Sunday  
of Lent 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings 
Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

Mairead Carberry (M&R Gallagher) 
Ursula James RIP (C&C Daw) 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Mon 22nd March No Mass Today  

Tues 23rd March Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am  

(Bookings only) 

Ben Binns RIP (Manghan family) 

St Mary’s Adoration 12.00 noon until 1pm Come and ‘watch with him’ for an hour 

Wed 24th March Funeral Service 12.00 noon 
Terrence Sedgwick  

Mass 7.00pm live stream  & bookings followed by a 

talk from Fr Tim 

INVITATION ONLY 
 
 
Kevin Stephens & Annie and family (CE) 
Efren Abulencia RIP (Filipino community) 

Thurs 25th March Mass 10.00am live stream only Bertorelli family deceased members (V Bertorelli) 
Kath Hammond (Pat Matthews) 

Fri 26th March Mass 7.30am live stream only 

 

Mass 9.15am live stream only 

Eileen Field (SVP) 
Phillipa (MMcAweney) 
All pupils and staff of our Schools 

Sat 27th March 
 

Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 
Vigil Mass 6.00 pm live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
John Leighfield (Lynne Dainty) 

Sun 28th March 

Palm Sunday  
 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings 
Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Mary Cousins (Ann Morgan) 
Sean Connick (Victoria Hunt) 

Mass Intentions – these are booking well into the year so there may be a long wait. 
If you wish for a Mass on a specific date please give at least six weeks notice. 

Please continue to remember all those who are sick and housebound in your prayers:                                                 
Mary Bryan, Anne Colson, Ryan Dixon, Angela Ellis, Barbara Fentham, Elsie Freeth, Catherine Grills, Sam & Betty 
Henn, Margaret Jarvis, John Lewis, Mary Maguire, Jean Martin, Robert Morrison, Maureen Pritchard  
and Marcus Rossini.                                                                                                                        

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish, our friends, relatives and those who have asked for our 
prayers: Anna, Anthony George, Baby Elijah, Benji Vista, Canon Isaac, Conall & Siobhan, Derek, Eddie, Emma, 
Erica,  Garry, Harold Jenkins, Helle, Jamie, Julia Margaret Lewis, Keith, Kevin Thomas, Lloyd Woodroff,  Margaret, 
Maria, Martin Ginnelly, Mary Farndale, Mary Thornton, Mike, Peter, Stewart and Vince Chapman. Please email 
bridgend@rcadc.org if you would like to add a name to the list. 

 

‘It is the Lord who speaks.  Deep within them I will plant 
my Law, writing it on their hearts.  Then I shall be their God 
and they shall be my people.’ Jeremiah 31:33 

 

http://www.catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk/
http://www.catholicchurchporthcawl.org.uk/
mailto:bridgend@rcadc.org
mailto:bridgend@rcadc.org


 

 
 

 

 
  

   

Eternal Rest 
In your mercy, please pray for the repose of the souls of   

Teresa ‘Terri’ Williams , Terry Morgan, Terrence Sedgwick 
 and John Briffa (brother of Fr Silvio) recently deceased. 

Funeral service for Terrence Sedgwick Wednesday 24th March 12.00 noon at St Mary’s  
followed by internment at St Woolos Cemetery Newport. 

 

Please keep their families in your thoughts and prayers at this sad and difficult time. 
May they rest in peace. Amen 

5th Sunday of Lent, 21st March  
‘I will draw all people to myself’ 

As we journey through Lent and approach Holy Week, our Sunday readings draw us deeper into 

contemplating Jesus fulfilling the new Covenant by his sacrifice and death. 

The First Reading from Jeremiah reveals God’s love, as he promises  to make a new covenant with us, 

written on our hearts. 

The verses chosen from the Psalm reflect this: ‘A pure heart create for me, O God’. We pray for a 

heart that will receive this covenant of love. 

The letter to the Hebrews (Second Reading) reveals the cost of this covenant to Jesus, in all his 

humanity. His obedience is through suffering, becoming our salvation. 

In the Gospel Jesus spells out the necessity for the grain of wheat to die. His soul is troubled, but he is 

One with the Father. Through the cross will come glory. 

As his disciples we must follow him, and so, like Jesus, may we turn to the Father in all our troubles, 

striving to draw others with us. 

 

 

 
 

Fr. Silvio was ordained priest in Malta as a member of the Order of 
Preachers, the Dominicans. He came to Cardiff in 1988 and was 

incardinated into the Archdiocese on 19th March 1991.  
Since then, he has served in the parishes of Barry, Tredegar,  

St. Aloysius, Merthyr Tydfil and Mountain Ash.  
Although retired and living Pyle Father Silvio assists Father Tim in 
 St Mary’s, Our Lady Star of the Sea and St Joseph’s of Arimathea  

which is very much appreciated! 



 

 
 

  

LENTEN TALK ON THE LIVE STREAM 3.00pm SUNDAY 
These are now also available on the website  

 see newsletter page. 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

St Alphonsus Liguori. 

My Jesus,  
I believe that you are present in the  

Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love you above all things, and  

I desire to receive you into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive you 

sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace you as if you were already there 

and unite myself wholly to you.  
Never permit me to be separated from you.  

Amen. 
 

Parish Prayer  
Heavenly Father, who sent the ten plagues 

to free his children, and protected them by the 

blood of the Lamb, bless all those affected by the 

Coronavirus.                                                                

Encourage and strengthen those who seek a 

cure. Protect all who care or work in the NHS.  

Send your Holy Angels to guard us and 

bring us safely through this time of trial.  

May your Holy Mother care for us as she  

did for the sick child Jesus.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.                                                                        

Our Lady of Lourdes.  Pray for us. 

St. Raphael Archangel. Pray for us.                                                                                   

St Luke, the Physician. Pray for us. 

St. Bernadette. Pray for us. 

 

 

First Holy Communion  
Class of 2019-20 

All those who had started the First Holy 
Communion preparation prior to the March 

2020 lockdown should now have received an 
email or letter with an update. It is hoped that 

following a short refresher course that the 
children will be in a position to take their First 
Holy Communion around October time 2021. 
Parents and guardians should be working with 
their children to complete the “I Belong” book 

that runs alongside the course.  
Please contact us if you have  

not received the information. 

Dear all, many thanks to all those who have responded and embraced giving via standing 
order, particularly as our counting teams are presently out of action. If setting up a standing 

order is something you do not feel comfortable with, by all means hold onto your offerings until 
you are next able to attend Church or forward a cheque to the Presbytery.  

Equally, it is understandable that in these uncertain times people  
may not be in a position to give.  

Many thanks also to those who are making donations via the Virgin Money site on the 
websites. Please be advised that there are transaction fees due when donating in this way, as 
such the preferred option is always to give via the appropriate parish account. If you would like 

standing order forms and gift aid declaration forms sent out to you or if you do have queries 
about any of these issues please contact the office bridgend@rcadc.org  

or 07534 095766. 
Many thanks for your support. 

 

February Giving Gift Aid Non Gift Aid Virgin Money Total 

Bridgend £2776.00 £327.00 £251.25 £3354.25 

Porthcawl £1036.00 £271.00 £60.00 £1367.00 

 

Family Resources for Lent and Easter from the 
God Who Speaks team 

Lent at Home: godwhospeaks.uk/lent-at-home 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The Easter Story in plain 
English 

Our Easter Story in plain 
English is designed for 

children who prefer the Bible 
in plain English words and 
pictures; with a character 

code to help bring the stories 
to life: 

 The-Easter-Story-in-
Plain-English 

mailto:bridgend@rcadc.org
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/the-god-who-speaks/word-at-home/lent-at-home/
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/The-Easter-Story-in-Plain-English.pdf
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/The-Easter-Story-in-Plain-English.pdf


 

 
 

 

CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES 

Statement from the Presidency of the Bishops’ Conference on the 

National Day of Reflection for COVID-19                                    

Tuesday 23
rd March 2021 

We welcome the designation of Tuesday 23rd March as a National Day of Reflection to mark the 

anniversary of the first national lockdown with a minute’s silence at midday and doorstep vigils of 

light at 8pm. 

We ask you all to make this not only a Day of Reflection but also a Day of Prayer. In reflection we 

ponder on all that has taken place; in prayer we bring this to our Heavenly Father. For all who live by 

faith in God, reflection and prayer always go hand in hand. Prayer completes reflection. Reflection 

informs prayer. Prayer opens our life to its true horizon. Without prayer we live in a foreshortened 

world and are more easily swamped by its clamour and tragedy. Throughout this difficult year, so 

many have been inspired by prayer, so much effort sustained in prayer, in every place. So let us make 

the 23rd March truly a day of prayer. 

March 2020 was the first time our churches had to be closed. It is our hope that on this day, every one 

of our churches will be open. We invite everyone to enter a church on this day, to reflect and pray in 

the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. We know this will involve an extra effort, but this can be part of 

our important contribution to a significant moment in the life of our country. Indeed, we ask that you 

might invite a friend, neighbour or colleague to come to church with you as you make this visit. 

There is so much on which to reflect and include in our prayer. 

We reflect in sorrow on all those who have died, whether family members, friends or those unknown 

to us personally. We pray for them, asking our Father to welcome them into their heavenly home, the 

destiny for which God first gave us the gift of life. 

We reflect with compassion on all those who have suffered during this last year, whether through 

illness, stress, financial disaster or family tensions. We pray for their ongoing resilience, courage and 

capacity to forgive. 

We reflect with thanksgiving for the generosity, inventiveness, self-sacrifice and determination shown 

by so many in this most difficult of times. We pray for them, thanking God for their gifts and 

dedication, whether they are scientists, politicians, health workers, public servants of every kind, 

community leaders or steadfast family members and friends who continue to show such love and 

compassion. 



 

 
 

We reflect in hope that, as the pandemic is controlled and we open up our lives again, we will gather 

in the lessons we have learned and build our society into a better shape, more compassionate, less 

marked by inequalities, more responsive to needs and deprivation. We ask for the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen us in this endeavour, whether we are focussing on overcoming 

family breakdowns, economic recovery, or building political consensus. 

Christian prayer is, of course, centred on Jesus Christ, the one who is “lifted up” before us “so that 

everyone who believes may have eternal life in him” (John 3.13). We pray with Jesus, in him and 

through him, for he is the one who carries us, and our prayers, into the embracing presence of his 

Father. He is our comfort in sorrow, our strength in the face of need, our rejoicing in the gifts we 

celebrate and our hope in the face of the weighty darkness of death. 

May Tuesday 23
rd March be a great day of prayer that this pandemic comes to an end and that the gift 

of God’s Holy Spirit will carry us all forward to a new and better life, both here and in the world to 

come. 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols Archbishop & Malcolm McMahon OP President Vice-President 

 

 

  
 

 

 

On Monday, 23rd March at 12.45pm, I will celebrate a Solemn Requiem Mass at St. David’s Cathedral 
for all the faithful departed who have died as a consequence of the pandemic.      A Book of 

Remembrance at the Cathedral has been opened, and I invite you to send in the names of your loved-
ones who have died over the last year as a result of the pandemic.    The Book of Remembrance will 
be given place of honour at the Requiem Mass before the pascal candle at the Requiem Mass. If you 

would like the name of your loved one included in the Book of Remembrance, please email Fr. Daniel 
at cathedral@rcadc.org. 

Due to limited numbers you must book if you wish to attend by telephoning  
Fr. Daniel Stanton at Clergy House on 029 20 23 14 07.  

The Requiem Mass will also be live-streamed through the Cathedral website. 
May their souls, and the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen. 

With every blessing, 
Archbishop George Stack 

 

One Year On: Remembering Our Loved-Ones 

Requiem Mass Monday 23rd March 12.45pm 
St David’s Cathedral Cardiff 

 

Adoration in St Mary’s 
From 12.00noon until 1.00pm  on Tuesday 23rd March there will be 

an opportunity for you to come to St Mary’s for Adoration when you 
may wish to use this time in private prayer to reflect on the events 

of the last 12 months and pray for an end to this pandemic. If coming 
into Church is something you do not feel up to then why not “watch 

with him” online via the live stream. 

mailto:cathedral@rcadc.org


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Bookings for Masses can be made during office hours (9am-4pm Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri) 
by telephoning 07534 095766. Alternatively you may email bridgend@rcadc.org 

 You MUST book if you wish to attend Mass. We do not want to turn people away at the 
door. If you have not booked and had your place confirmed in advance – PLEASE DO 
NOT ATTEND.  

 By registering to attend Mass, you confirm the following conditions are met: 

o You currently show no symptoms for Coronavirus. 

o Should you develop symptoms prior to the service, you will NOT attend.  
o You agree to use hand-sanitiser as a condition of entry.  

 Please note that Face Coverings MUST be worn in Church.  
 It should be noted that there will be no toilet facilities available.  
 You should arrive between 15 and 5 minutes before the start time of Mass.  
 Please allow a Steward to show you to your seat.  
 Please wait to be invited up to Holy Communion. If you do not wish to take communion 

please come for a blessing to avoid others having to brush past you on returning to the 
pew.  

 Please refrain from talking to your friends who are not part of your household.  
 No congregational singing is allowed at Mass and any responses should be made in a 

low tone, as singing and loud voices have been shown to spread the virus further.  
 There will be no collection at Mass. You are encouraged to make your donation to the 

Church via standing order or online. If you wish to donate cash, please do so in the 
basket at the back of the Church or in one of the wall boxes around the Church.  

 Once Mass has ended please leave the Church promptly and disperse. 

 
 

Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience or distress these regulations 
may cause. They are a requirement to enable  

public worship to take place.  
 

 

  

Re-opening our churches – PLEASE BOOK FOR WEEKEND MASSES BY 
4.00PM ON FRIDAY MANY THANKS. 

Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea 10.00am on Tuesdays.  
St Mary’s will be open for Masses at 7.00pm on Wednesday 6.00pm on Saturday, 

 11.00am on Sunday and 6.00pm on Sunday. 
Obligation to attend Mass is still suspended and it may be wise to wait until you have had both doses 

of your vaccine administered. Even if you have had your vaccine to keep us all safe it is really 
important to abide by the social distancing rules that are still in force. 

You must wear a mask. For bookings please call 07534 095766 during office hours  
9am-4pm (CLOSED WEDNESDAY) or email bridgend@rcadc.org 

Please read the reminder of the rules at the end of the newsletter. Many thanks for your support. 

 

mailto:bridgend@rcadc.org


 

 
 

  

The obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy days of obligation remains 
suspended during the pandemic. Whilst our churches have tentatively reopened 
following the recent lockdown, the restrictions and guidelines that we have to 

follow are very much still in place.  
 

During the Easter period there will be several Masses available for 
parishioners to attend, and all Masses over the Easter period, with the 
exception of those held in Porthcawl, will of course be live streamed.  
(Find the home page, hover over the picture of the Altar, a circle with a 

triangle in it will appear, click on this to play. Instructions to make the picture 
bigger are underneath the picture of the Altar). 

 
Sadly, again this will be a very difficult Easter for many and very different to 

what we are used to. I ask for you to please give consideration 
 to family groups and those with children. 

There will be disappointment should you not be able to attend your 
preferred Mass, spaces are very limited and the guidelines we have to follow 

are there for the safety of all.  
Bookings will open on Monday 22nd March.  

You can make your booking by telephoning 07534 095766 during office hours 
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9.00am – 4.00pm 

 
Let us all pray that in 2021 this pandemic will cease to have such a hold over 

our lives, normality can be resumed and the doors to our  
Churches once again be open.  

 
Take care. Stay safe. God Bless.  

Father Tim.  

  

 

 



 

 
 

Easter Mass Times 
Please do not attend unless you have a confirmed booking. 

 

 
PLACE TIME  

Mon 29th March St. Mary's Bridgend Mass 10.00am 
Bookings & 

Live Stream 

Tues 30th March Our Lady Star of the Sea Mass 10.00am PLEASE BOOK 

Wed 31st March Our Lady Star of the Sea Mass 10.00am PLEASE BOOK 

Thurs 1st April 

(Maundy Thursday) 
St. Mary's Bridgend 

Mass at 7pm then 

watching until 9 pm 
Bookings & 

Live Stream 

Fri 2nd April 

(Good Friday) 
St. Mary's Bridgend 

Stations of the Cross at 

2:40 p.m followed by the 

Passion of the Lord 

Bookings & 

Live Stream 

Sat 3rd April 

(Easter Saturday) 
St. Marys Bridgend 8.00pm 

Bookings & 

Live Stream 

Sun 4th April 

(Easter Sunday) 
St. Mary's Bridgend Mass 10.30am 

Bookings & 

Live Stream 

Mon 5th April 

(Easter Monday) 
 NO MASS TODAY  

Tues 6th April Our Lady Star of the Sea Mass 10.00am PLEASE BOOK 

Wed 7th April St. Mary's Bridgend Mass 7.00pm 
Bookings & 

Live Stream 

Thurs 8th April St. Mary's Bridgend Requiem Mass 1.00pm BY INVITATION 

Fri 9th April St. Mary's Bridgend Mass 10.00am 
LIVE STREAM 

ONLY 

Sat 10th April St. Mary's Bridgend Mass 4.30pm 
LIVE STREAM 

ONLY 

Sat 10th April St. Mary's Bridgend Vigil Mass 6.00pm 
Bookings & 

Live Stream 

Sun 11th April St. Mary's Bridgend Mass 10.00am 
LIVE STREAM 

ONLY 

Sun 11th April St. Mary's Bridgend Mass 11.00am 
Bookings & 

Live Stream 

Sun 11th April St. Mary's Bridgend Mass 6.00pm 
Bookings & 

Live Stream 

Tues 13th April Our Lady Star of the Sea Mass 10.00am PLEASE BOOK 
 


