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Some Masses are now open to the public. Please do not attend unless you have booked. Many thanks. 

Date Mass Times Mass Intention 
 Sat 13th March 

 
 Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 

Vigil Mass 6.00 pm live stream & bookings 
 People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Julia Brouden (Lucy Dolan) 

Sun 14th March 
4th Sunday  

of Lent 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings 
Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

Cristina Bisagni (Devine family) 
Eileen Field (JVC) 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Mon 15th March No Mass Today  

Tues16th March Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am  
(Bookings only) 

Mackey family (Ladies Guild) 

Wed 17th   March Mass 7.00pm live stream  & bookings Pacita Coloma (Evelyn Brace) 
Kevin Stephens ( S Hammond) 

Thurs 18th March Mass 10.00am live stream only Robert Skinner (S Ryan) 
Deceased Ginnelly family (K O’Driscoll) 

Fri 19th March Mass 7.30am live stream only 
 

Mass 10.00am live stream & bookings 

Albina Cavalli 
Dewi Williams 
Father Silvio - Thanksgiving 

Sat 20th March 
 

Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 
Vigil Mass 6.00 pm live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Stephen Rock (Dolan family) 

Sun 21st March 
5th Sunday  

of Lent 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings 
Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

Mairead Carberry (M&R Gallagher) 
Ursula James (C&C Daw) 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Mass Intentions – these are booking well into the year so there may be a long wait. 
If you do have any queries please contact the office. 

Please continue to remember all those who are sick and housebound in your prayers:                                                 
Mary Bryan, Anne Colson, Ryan Dixon, Angela Ellis, Barbara Fentham, Elsie Freeth, Catherine Grills, Margaret 
Jarvis, John Lewis, Mary Maguire, Jean Martin, Robert Morrison, Maureen Pritchard and Marcus Rossini.                                                                                                                        

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish, our friends, relatives and those who have asked for our 
prayers: Anna, Anthony George, Baby Elijah, Benji Vista, Canon Isaac, Conall & Siobhan, Derek, Eddie, Emma, 
Erica,  Garry, Harold Jenkins, Helle, Jamie, Julia Margaret Lewis, Keith, Kevin Thomas, Lloyd Woodroff,  Margaret, 
Maria, Martin Ginnelly, Mary Farndale, Mary Thornton, Mike, Peter, Stewart and Vince Chapman. Please email 
bridgend@rcadc.org if you would like to add a name to the list. 

 

‘O God, who through your Word reconcile the human race to yourself in 
a wonderful way, grant, we pray, that with prompt devotion and eager faith 
the Christian people may hasten toward the solemn celebrations to come.’ 
Collect Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 



 

 
 

 

 
  
   

LENTEN TALK ON THE LIVE STREAM 3.00pm SUNDAY 
These are now also available on the website  

 see newsletter page. 

Eternal Rest 
In your mercy, please pray for the repose of the souls of   

Teresa ‘Terri’ Williams , Terry Morgan and Terrence Sedgwick recently deceased. 
Funeral service for Terrence Sedgwick  12.00 noon at St Mary’s  

followed by internment at St Woolos Cemetery Newport. 
 

Please keep their families in your thoughts and prayers at this sad and difficult time. 
May they rest in peace. Amen 

4th Sunday of Lent, 14th March  
God loved the world so much ... 
God’s love for humanity is proclaimed throughout the liturgy this Sunday. The readings shed light on 
our story of salvation, and reflect the depth of eternal love that God expresses for all people. 
The First Reading describes how, for centuries, prophets had proclaimed the truth at the heart of 
God’s covenant with Israel. The people turned away from this wisdom. They became captives, not 
only to hostile invaders, but also to their sinful ways. But even though the hearts of the people turned 
away from God, God’s love remained. In time this love would become flesh in the person of Jesus. 
The Psalm is a song of lament and of deep longing for freedom from slavery and captivity. Following 
the long months of restrictions from the virus, we, too, truly know the pain of this loss and yearn for 
freedom. 
In the Second Reading, Paul describes the depth of God’s love and his understanding of the 
suffering of humanity. Paul explains how the incarnation, life and death of Jesus restore us all to the 
life we were always meant to live. 
Today’s Gospel links Israel’s story of exile with the incarnation, death and resurrection of Jesus. The 
deep truth at the heart of God’s covenant is revealed to Nicodemus, who represents the ancient 
knowledge and law of Israel. Jesus brings light and love to a meeting that takes place in darkness and 
ignorance. 
Let us pray that our own hearts, and the hearts of all humanity, will turn towards the light of God’s 
love. May we, in the way we live our lives, each make manifest God’s love for the world. 
 

 
 

 

This Mother’s Day    
   in these most difficult 

of times we give thanks for 
the blessings of family life 
and pray that we are able 

to meet with our loved 
ones soon. Let us pray for 
the Church that gives us 

spiritual life through 
baptism. Amen. 

Family Resources for Lent and Easter from the 
God Who Speaks team 

Lent at Home: godwhospeaks.uk/lent-at-home 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Fr Silvio Golden Jubilee  
Mass 10.00am Friday 19th March 
As well as being a feast day for  
St Joseph on Friday March 19th  

Fr Silvio will celebrate the  
50th anniversary of his  

ordination as a priest. Hopefully 
once restrictions are lifted we shall 

be able to host a fitting celebration in 
the meantime if you would like to 
come along to Mass at 10.00am on 

Friday morning then please book on 
07534 095766  by 4.00pm on 

Thursday. Many thanks. 
 
 
 

The Easter Story in plain English 
Our Easter Story in plain 

English is designed for children 
who prefer the Bible in plain 

English words and pictures; with a 
character code to help bring the 

stories to life: The-Easter-Story-
in-Plain-English 



 

 
 

  

Act of Spiritual Communion 
St Alphonsus Liguori. 

My Jesus,  
I believe that you are present in the  

Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love you above all things, and  

I desire to receive you into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive you 

sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace you as if you were already there and 

unite myself wholly to you.  
Never permit me to be separated from you.  

Amen. 
 

Parish Prayer  
Heavenly Father, who sent the ten plagues 

to free his children, and protected them by the 
blood of the Lamb, bless all those affected by the 

Coronavirus.                                                                
Encourage and strengthen those who seek a 

cure. Protect all who care or work in the NHS.  
Send your Holy Angels to guard us and 

bring us safely through this time of trial.  
May your Holy Mother care for us as she  

did for the sick child Jesus.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.                                                                         

Our Lady of Lourdes.  Pray for us. 
St. Raphael Archangel. Pray for us.                                                                                   

St Luke, the Physician. Pray for us. 
St. Bernadette. Pray for us. 

 

 

 

 

 
On Monday, 23rd March at 12.45pm, I will celebrate a Solemn Requiem Mass at St. David’s 

Cathedral for all the faithful departed who have died as a consequence of the pandemic.      
A Book of Remembrance at the Cathedral has been opened, and I invite you to send in the 

names of your loved-ones who have died over the last year as a result of the pandemic.    
The Book of Remembrance will be given place of honour at the Requiem Mass before the 

pascal candle at the Requiem Mass. If you would like the name of your loved one included in 
the Book of Remembrance, please email Fr. Daniel at cathedral@rcadc.org. 

Due to limited numbers you must book if you wish to attend by telephoning  
Fr. Daniel Stanton at Clergy House on 029 20 23 14 07.  

The Requiem Mass will also be live-streamed through the Cathedral website. 
May their souls, and the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen. 

With every blessing, 
Archbishop George Stack 

 

 

One Year On: Remembering Our Loved-Ones 
Requiem Mass Monday 23rd March 12.45pm 

St David’s Cathedral Cardiff 

First Holy Communion Class of 2019-20 
All those who had started the First Holy 

Communion preparation prior to the March 
2020 lockdown should now have received an 
email or letter with an update. It is hoped that 

following a short refresher course that the 
children will be in a position to take their First 
Holy Communion around October time 2021. 
Parents and guardians should be working with 
their children to complete the “I Belong” book 

that runs alongside the course.  
Please contact us if you have  
not received the information. 

Headteacher required  
St Mary’s & St Patrick’s Maesteg  

Are you a committed practising Catholic who has 
Gospel values at the heart of everything you do? 

Are you highly motivated, with proven leadership 
skills and successful experiences of school 

improvement and change? 
Are you ready to confidently embrace the 

challenges and opportunities facing the education 
sector, with special focus for the  

new curriculum for Wales 2022? 
The Governing Body of St Mary’ and St Patrick’s 

are seeking to appoint a Headteacher who answers 
yes to each of these questions and who will 

strengthen our ambitious and committed leadership 
team. Please see E-teach for further information. 

 



 

 
 

The Year of St Joseph – below is a selection of pieces on St. Joseph which 
you may find of interest: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Today, St Joseph is venerated as the patron saint of workers, pilgrims, fathers, and 
carpenters. Yet we know very little about him since the Bible has so few references 
to his character and life. This seems remarkable given his role in Jesus’ birth and 
early years. If Joseph is Jesus’ human father, why is he not mentioned in the gospels 
of Mark and John? Luke mentions him by name only in the genealogy of Jesus and 
once in the narrative of Jesus’ birth. Therefore, most of our ideas about Joseph 
come from Matthew’s Gospel, the 2nd-century Protoevangelium of James and 
the Golden Legend by Jacobus de Voragine. 

 
 
 
 

Prayer to St Joseph by Pope Francis in 
this special year of St Joseph. 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 
in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 
and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 
and defend us from every evil.  
Amen. 

  Fleur Dorrell takes a look at some of the less 
well-known texts and images that have 
influenced how St Joseph has been portrayed 
in art. For a man of biblical times, he is 
refreshingly modern. 

 

St Joseph in Art 
The Ultimate Multi-Tasker 

 



 

 
 

 
How Joseph and Mary came to be betrothed in the first place is described in the 
Proto-evangelium. An angel tells the priests to call all the widowers to come to the 
Temple with their rods; God will provide a sign to show which widower should be 
betrothed to Mary. Joseph is chosen because a dove flies out of his rod. In the 
Golden Legend, a flower grows out of the rod before the dove alights upon it. This 
symbol recalls the imagery of the flowering staff of Aaron showing he had been 
chosen by God in Numbers 17:23, and the Jesse rod in Isaiah 11:1-2. The episode 
of the rods and the marriage are painted by Giotto in his Scrovegni Chapel frescoes 
below. 
Since the 17th century, the most enduring image of St Joseph has been as a 
carpenter, perhaps in some ways, influenced and associated with the rise of the 
Industrial Revolution and Catholic Social teaching documents on the dignity and 
rights of workers. So we now celebrate two feast days for Joseph: 
 
            19th March for Joseph the Husband of Mary. 
            1st May for Joseph the Worker. 
 
19th March has been the most commonly celebrated feast day for St Joseph 
instituted by Pope Sixtus IV in 1479 but it wasn’t until 1955 that Pope Pius XII 
established the Feast of ‘St Joseph the Worker’ on 1st May. This is also May Day 
(International Workers’ Day) and believed to reflect Joseph’s status as the patron 
saint of workers. 
What is interesting from the 17th century onwards, is that Joseph is no longer 
portrayed as an old man with a beard, asleep, dreaming or in the background only as 
guardian or protector, but is now painted as youthful, vigorous and very practical. 
Joseph is called a tekton in the gospels, which is usually translated from the Greek 
as carpenter but more likely was a general craftsman. What a wonderful father and 
multi-tasker. 
Joseph is painted on his own, centre stage at last, combining humility and honour 
with highly skilled credentials that speak loudly to the modern age. Around him are a 
selection of tools and work in progress. Sometime the boy Jesus is with him, being 
shown the ropes; sometimes, Joseph is with fellow workers, but very often he is on 
his own, busy working in the service of God. 
 
Here we see a series of wonderful linocuts illustrating this new interpretation of 
Joseph by Ade Bethune (1914 – 2002) who was an American Catholic liturgical 
artist. She was associated with the Catholic Worker Movement, and was a designer 
and iconographer. 
 
  

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Bookings for Masses can be made during office hours (9am-4pm Mon, 
Tues, Thurs, Fri) by telephoning 07534 095766. Alternatively you may 
email bridgend@rcadc.org 

• You MUST book if you wish to attend Mass. We do not want to turn people 
away at the door. If you have not booked and had your place confirmed in 
advance – PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND. 	

• By registering to attend Mass, you confirm the following conditions are 
met: 
o You currently show no symptoms for Coronavirus. 
o Should you develop symptoms prior to the service, you will NOT attend. 	
o You agree to use hand-sanitiser as a condition of entry. 	

• Please note that Face Coverings MUST be worn in Church. 	
• It should be noted that there will be no toilet facilities available. 	
• You should arrive between 15 and 5 minutes before the start time of Mass. 	
• Please allow a Steward to show you to your seat. 	
• Please wait to be invited up to Holy Communion. If you do not wish to take 

communion please come for a blessing to avoid others having to brush 
past you on returning to the pew. 	

• Please refrain from talking to your friends who are not part of your 
household. 	

• No congregational singing is allowed at Mass and any responses should 
be made in a low tone, as singing and loud voices have been shown to 
spread the virus further. 	

• There will be no collection at Mass. You are encouraged to make your 
donation to the Church via standing order or online. If you wish to donate 
cash, please do so in the basket at the back of the Church or in one of the 
wall boxes around the Church. 	

• Once Mass has ended please leave the Church promptly and disperse.	

 
 

Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience or distress these 
regulations may cause. They are a requirement to enable  

public worship to take place.  
  

Re-opening our churches – PLEASE BOOK FOR WEEKEND MASSES BY 
4.00PM ON FRIDAY MANY THANKS. 

Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea 10.00am on Tuesdays.  
St Mary’s will be open for Masses at 7.00pm on Wednesday 6.00pm on Saturday, 

 11.00am on Sunday and 6.00pm on Sunday. 
Obligation to attend Mass is still suspended and it may be wise to wait until you have had both doses 

of your vaccine administered. Even if you have had your vaccine to keep us all safe it is really 
important to abide by the social distancing rules that are still in force. 

You must wear a mask. For bookings please call 07534 095766 during office hours  
9am-4pm (CLOSED WEDNESDAY) or email bridgend@rcadc.org 

Please read the reminder of the rules at the end of the newsletter. Many thanks for your support. 
 



 

 
 

 
Dear all, many thanks to all those who have responded and embraced giving 

via standing order, particularly as our counting teams are presently out of action. 
If setting up a standing order is something you do not feel comfortable with, by all 

means hold onto your offerings until you are next able to attend Church or 
forward a cheque to the Presbytery.  

Equally, it is understandable that in these uncertain times people  
may not be in a position to give.  

Many thanks also to those who are making donations via the Virgin Money site 
on the websites. Please be advised that there are transaction fees due when 

donating in this way, as such the preferred option is always to give via the 
appropriate parish account. If you would like standing order forms and gift aid 
declaration forms sent out to you or if you do have queries about any of these 

issues please contact the office bridgend@rcadc.org  
or 07534 095766. 

Many thanks for your support. 
 

February Giving Gift Aid Non Gift Aid Virgin Money Total 

Bridgend £2776.00 £327.00 £251.25 £3354.25 

Porthcawl £1036.00 £271.00 £60.00 £1367.00 

 

200 Club – Draw 2 (2020/21) 
1st £100 89 Mrs Sian Fodor 
2nd £40 258 Mrs Monica Harrison 
3rd £20 56 Mrs Carwen Sheridan 
4th  £12 218 Mrs Margaret O’Sullivan 
 
200 Club- Draw 3 ( 2020/21) 
1st £100 240 Mrs Gill James 
2nd £40 79 Mrs Bridget Gough 
3rd £20 185 Mrs Jane English 
4th £12 150 Mrs Kathryn Evans 

 


