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Some Masses are now open to the public. Please do not attend unless you have booked. Many thanks. 

Date Mass Times Mass Intention 
 Sat 6th March 

 
 Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 

 
Vigil Mass 6.00 pm live stream & bookings 

 Kath Hammond RIP (AC) 
Archbishop Peter Smith anniversary 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
& The Golden Book. 

Sun 7th March 
3rd Sunday  

of Lent 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings 
Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Anna Ochab (Rick, Maria & family) 
Sean Connick RIP (M McAweney) 

Mon 8th March No Mass Today  

Tues 9th March Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am  
(Bookings only) 

 Mackey family (Ladies Guild) 

Wed 10th   March Mass 7.00pm live stream  & bookings Sean Connick RIP (Enid Connick) 
Tracey Ryan RIP (S Ryan) 

Thurs 11th March Requiem Mass 12.00 noon  
Pat Doheney 

INVITATION ONLY 

Fri 12th March Mass 7.30am live stream only 
 

Requiem Mass 10.30 am 
  Domenico Sassano 

Genovena Urtiaga RIP (CE) 
Katie (M McAweney) 
 
INVITATION ONLY 

Sat 13th March 
 

Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 
Vigil Mass 6.00 pm live stream & bookings 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Julia Brouden (Lucy Dolan) 

Sun 14th March 
4th Sunday  

of Lent 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream & bookings 
Mass 6.00pm live stream & bookings 

Cristina Bisagni (Devine family) 
Eileen Field (JVC) 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Mass Intentions – these are booking well into the year. If you do have any queries please contact the office. 
Please continue to remember all those who are sick and housebound in your prayers:                                                 
Mary Bryan, Anne Colson, Ryan Dixon, Angela Ellis, Barbara Fentham, Elsie Freeth, Catherine Grills, Margaret 
Jarvis, John Lewis, Mary Maguire, Jean Martin, Robert Morrison, Maureen Pritchard and Marcus Rossini.                                                                                                                        

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish, our friends, relatives and those who have asked for our 
prayers: Anna, Anthony George, Baby Elijah, Benji Vista, Canon Isaac, Conall & Siobhan, Derek, Eddie, Emma, 
Erica,  Garry, Harold Jenkins, Helle, Jamie, Julia Margaret Lewis, Keith, Kevin Thomas, Lloyd Woodroff,  Margaret, 
Maria, Martin Ginnelly, Mary Farndale, Mary Thornton, Mike, Peter, Stewart, Terry and Vince Chapman.Please email 
bridgend@rcadc.org if you would like to add a name to the list. 

 

 
‘I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord, 

whoever believes in me will never die.’ Jn 11:25,26 
 



 

 
 

 

 
  
   

LENTEN TALK ON THE LIVE STREAM 3.00pm SUNDAY 
These are now also available on the website  

 see newsletter page. 

Eternal Rest 
In your mercy, please pray for the repose of the souls of  

Kenneth Newman, Pat Doheney, Domenico Sassano and Diana Bracchi  recently deceased. 
Funeral for Kenneth Newman 11.30am on Monday 8th March at Coychurch Crematorium 

Requiem Mass for Pat Doheney 12.00 noon on Thursday 11th March at St Mary’s Bridgend. 
Requiem Mass for Domenico Sassano 10.30am on Friday 12th March at St Mary’s Bridgend. 

Funeral for Diana Bracchi 1.30pm on Friday 12th March at Margam Crematorium. 
 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, attendance is limited to family members and invited guests only. 
Please keep their families in your thoughts and prayers at this sad and difficult time. 

May they rest in peace. Amen 

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY  
 Friday 26th February. 

 
We may not have been able to give our 

donations in at Mass but there are still many 
ways we, as a parish community, can make 

a difference to people. Donate online at 
cafod.org.uk/lent  

You can also give via text. Text LENT to 
70460 to donate £10*. 

  
 3rd Sunday of Lent, 7th March  

The power and wisdom of the crucified Christ.                                                                                
Today, we dedicate ourselves anew to keeping God’s commandments, as we celebrate the 

mystery of God’s love for us, shown through the wisdom and power of Christ. 
Having rescued his people from slavery, God gives them the Ten Commandments. These offer 

guidance for liberation and right-living, rather than oppression and burden (First Reading). 
The Gospel, however, indicates that many have not remained faithful to God’s commandments. 
In their greed they have turned God’s house into a marketplace. As Jesus ejects the buyers and 

sellers, we are reminded that salvation will come about through the death and resurrection of 
Christ, the true temple of the Divine. 

The Psalm is a hymn to the life-giving qualities of God’s Law. It shows the precepts and 
commands of God himself: God’s own essence. 

Paul reflects on Jesus’s death, which is interpreted by many as a sign of weakness or 
foolishness. But it is in fact a demonstration to the world of God’s power and wisdom.  (Second 
Reading).This week, we pray to hear the Word of God afresh in our own being. As we try to offer 

the Word hospitality and space to take root within us, we ask with the psalmist that it 
might revive the soul. We also pray for the freedom of our brothers and sisters throughout the 

world who are victims of modern-day slavery. 

 
 

 

As well as being a feast day for  
St Joseph on March 19th 2021  

Fr Silvio will celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of his ordination as a 

priest. Please give thanks to all those 
who led him to the Altar. 

 

 
 

First Holy Communion Class of 2019-20 
All those who had started the First Holy Communion 

preparation prior to the March 2020 lockdown should 
now have received an email or letter with an update. 
It is hoped that following a short refresher course that 
the children will be in a position to take their First Holy 
Communion around October time 2021. Parents and 
guardians should be working with their children to 

complete the “I Belong” book that runs alongside the 
course. Please contact us if you have  

not received the information. 

 

As Mothers Day 
approaches in these most 
difficult of times we give 
thanks for the blessings 
of family life and pray 

that we are able to meet 
with our loved ones soon.  



 

 
 

  

Act of Spiritual Communion 
St Alphonsus Liguori. 

 
My Jesus,  

I believe that you are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love you above all things, and  
I desire to receive you into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come spiritually  

into my heart.  
I embrace you as if you were already there 

and unite myself wholly to you.  
Never permit me to be separated from you.  

 
Amen. 

 

Parish Prayer  
Heavenly Father, who sent the ten plagues to free 

his children, and protected them by the blood of the 
Lamb, bless all those affected by the Coronavirus.                                                                
Encourage and strengthen those who seek a cure. 

Protect all who care or work in the NHS.  
Send your Holy Angels to guard us and bring us 

safely through this time of trial.  
May your Holy Mother care for us as she  

did for the sick child Jesus.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.                                                                         

Our Lady of Lourdes.  Pray for us. 
St. Raphael Archangel. Pray for us.                                                                                   

St Luke, the Physician. Pray for us. 
St. Bernadette. Pray for us. 

 

Re-opening our churches – PLEASE BOOK FOR WEEKEND MASSES BY 
4.00PM ON FRIDAY MANY THANKS. 

Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea 10.00am on Tuesdays.  
St Mary’s will be open for Masses at 7.00pm on Wednesday 6.00pm on Saturday, 

 11.00am on Sunday and 6.00pm on Sunday. 
Obligation to attend Mass is still suspended and it may be wise to wait until you have had both doses 

of your vaccine administered. Even if you have had your vaccine to keep us all safe it is really 
important to abide by the social distancing rules that are still in force. 

You must wear a mask. For bookings please call 07534 095766 during office hours  
9am-4pm (CLOSED WEDNESDAY) or email bridgend@rcadc.org 

Please read the reminder of the rules at the end of the newsletter. Many thanks for your support. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

On Monday, 23rd March at 12.45pm, I will celebrate a Solemn Requiem Mass at St. David’s 
Cathedral for all the faithful departed who have died as a consequence of the pandemic.      

A Book of Remembrance at the Cathedral has been opened, and I invite you to send in the 
names of your loved-ones who have died over the last year as a result of the pandemic.    

The Book of Remembrance will be given place of honour at the Requiem Mass before the 
pascal candle at the Requiem Mass. If you would like the name of your loved one included in 

the Book of Remembrance, please email Fr. Daniel at cathedral@rcadc.org. 
Due to limited numbers you must book if you wish to attend by telephoning  

Fr. Daniel Stanton at Clergy House on 029 20 23 14 07.  
The Requiem Mass will also be live-streamed through the Cathedral website. 
May their souls, and the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen. 

With every blessing, 
Archbishop George Stack 

 

 

One Year On: Remembering Our Loved-Ones 
Requiem Mass Monday 23rd March 12.45pm 

St David’s Cathedral Cardiff 



 

 
 

The Year of St Joseph – below is a selection of pieces on St. Joseph which 
you may find of interest: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Today, St Joseph is venerated as the patron saint of workers, pilgrims, fathers, and 
carpenters. Yet we know very little about him since the Bible has so few references 
to his character and life. This seems remarkable given his role in Jesus’ birth and 
early years. If Joseph is Jesus’ human father, why is he not mentioned in the gospels 
of Mark and John? Luke mentions him by name only in the genealogy of Jesus and 
once in the narrative of Jesus’ birth. Therefore, most of our ideas about Joseph 
come from Matthew’s Gospel, the 2nd-century Protoevangelium of James and 
the Golden Legend by Jacobus de Voragine. 

 
 
 
 

Prayer to St Joseph by Pope Francis in 
this special year of St Joseph. 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 
in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 
and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 
and defend us from every evil.  
Amen. 

  Fleur Dorrell takes a look at some of the less 
well-known texts and images that have 
influenced how St Joseph has been portrayed 
in art. For a man of biblical times, he is 
refreshingly modern. 

 

St Joseph in Art 
The Ultimate Multi-Tasker 

 



 

 
 

 
How Joseph and Mary came to be betrothed in the first place is described in the 
Proto-evangelium. An angel tells the priests to call all the widowers to come to the 
Temple with their rods; God will provide a sign to show which widower should be 
betrothed to Mary. Joseph is chosen because a dove flies out of his rod. In the 
Golden Legend, a flower grows out of the rod before the dove alights upon it. This 
symbol recalls the imagery of the flowering staff of Aaron showing he had been 
chosen by God in Numbers 17:23, and the Jesse rod in Isaiah 11:1-2. The episode 
of the rods and the marriage are painted by Giotto in his Scrovegni Chapel frescoes 
below. 
Since the 17th century, the most enduring image of St Joseph has been as a 
carpenter, perhaps in some ways, influenced and associated with the rise of the 
Industrial Revolution and Catholic Social teaching documents on the dignity and 
rights of workers. So we now celebrate two feast days for Joseph: 
 
            19th March for Joseph the Husband of Mary. 
            1st May for Joseph the Worker. 
 
19th March has been the most commonly celebrated feast day for St Joseph 
instituted by Pope Sixtus IV in 1479 but it wasn’t until 1955 that Pope Pius XII 
established the Feast of ‘St Joseph the Worker’ on 1st May. This is also May Day 
(International Workers’ Day) and believed to reflect Joseph’s status as the patron 
saint of workers. 
What is interesting from the 17th century onwards, is that Joseph is no longer 
portrayed as an old man with a beard, asleep, dreaming or in the background only as 
guardian or protector, but is now painted as youthful, vigorous and very practical. 
Joseph is called a tekton in the gospels, which is usually translated from the Greek 
as carpenter but more likely was a general craftsman. What a wonderful father and 
multi-tasker. 
Joseph is painted on his own, centre stage at last, combining humility and honour 
with highly skilled credentials that speak loudly to the modern age. Around him are a 
selection of tools and work in progress. Sometime the boy Jesus is with him, being 
shown the ropes; sometimes, Joseph is with fellow workers, but very often he is on 
his own, busy working in the service of God. 
 
Here we see a series of wonderful linocuts illustrating this new interpretation of 
Joseph by Ade Bethune (1914 – 2002) who was an American Catholic liturgical 
artist. She was associated with the Catholic Worker Movement, and was a designer 
and iconographer. 
 
  

 



 

 
 

 

• Bookings for Masses can be made during office hours (9am-4pm 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri) by telephoning 07534 095766. 
Alternatively you may email bridgend@rcadc.org 

• You MUST book if you wish to attend Mass. We do not want to 
turn people away at the door. If you have not booked and had your 
place confirmed in advance – PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND. 	

• By registering to attend Mass, you confirm the following conditions 
are met: 
o You currently show no symptoms for Coronavirus. 
o Should you develop symptoms prior to the service, you will NOT 
attend. 	
o You agree to use hand-sanitiser as a condition of entry. 	

• Please note that Face Coverings MUST be worn in Church. 	
• It should be noted that there will be no toilet facilities available. 	
• You should arrive between 15 and 5 minutes before the start time 

of Mass. 	
• Please allow a Steward to show you to your seat. 	
• Please wait to be invited up to Holy Communion. If you do not wish 

to take communion please come for a blessing to avoid others 
having to brush past you on returning to the pew. 	

• Please refrain from talking to your friends who are not part of your 
household. 	

• No congregational singing is allowed at Mass and any responses 
should be made in a low tone, as singing and loud voices have 
been shown to spread the virus further. 	

• There will be no collection at Mass. You are encouraged to make 
your donation to the Church via standing order or online. If you 
wish to donate cash, please do so in the basket at the back of the 
Church or in one of the wall boxes around the Church. 	

• Once Mass has ended please leave the Church promptly and 
disperse.	

 
 
 

Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience or distress these 
regulations may cause. They are a requirement to enable  

public worship to take place.  
  



 

 
 

 

Who should steward? 

If you are clinically extremely vulnerable or clinically vulnerable to severe 
symptoms of COVID-19, you should NOT help with stewarding during COVID-19. 
If you are 60+, pregnant or BAME you should be aware that you are also 
vulnerable to serious illness from COVID and consider if there are alternative 
ways you could help your church. 
If you live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, you should also 
consider whether stewarding is safe for your household circumstances. 

Stewarding during COVID 

Stewarding during COVID-19 is likely to involve: 

• Opening and closing the church. 
• Checking that temporary signs, notices and barriers are clear, legible, secure and in the right 

place. 
• Encouraging people to use the check in facilities. 
• Reminding people to use the hand sanitising facilities. 
• Encouraging visitors to use a face covering. 
• Helping people to observe social distancing guidelines e.g. by highlighting one way routes, 

directing people to seating and helping to manage queues and congestion. 
• Checking for obvious hazards that could cause an accident e.g. slip and trip hazards, fire hazards. 
• Being vigilant to potential dangers such as slip and trip or fire hazards, unusual or antisocial 

behaviour. 
• Keeping consumables such as hand washing materials, spare disposable gloves and face 

coverings well stocked 
• Monitoring votive candle stations where these are in use. 
• Helping with cleaning of hard surfaces that are touched frequently by multiple people. 
• Implementing emergency procedures in the event of a fire or accident. 
• Being a point of contact for visitors. 

 
Dear all, many thanks to all those who have responded and embraced giving via standing 

order, particularly as our counting teams are presently out of action. If setting up a standing 
order is something you do not feel comfortable with, by all means hold onto your offerings until 

you are next able to attend Church or forward a cheque to the Presbytery.  
Equally, it is understandable that in these uncertain times people  

may not be in a position to give.  
Many thanks also to those who are making donations via the Virgin Money site on the 

websites. Please be advised that there are transaction fees due when donating in this way, as 
such the preferred option is always to give via the appropriate parish account. If you would like 

standing order forms and gift aid declaration forms sent out to you or if you do have queries 
about any of these issues please contact the office bridgend@rcadc.org  

or 07534 095766. 
Many thanks for your support. 

 
January Giving Gift Aid Non Gift Aid Virgin Money Total 
Bridgend £2809.00 £307.00 £150.00 £3266.00 
Porthcawl £1521.00 £311.00 £60.00 £1892.00 

 


