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Please note that Masses are to remain live stream only. This will be reviewed in two weeks time. 
Please keep an eye on the website and Facebook for developments. Stay safe. Take care. God Bless. 

Date Mass Times Mass Intention 
Sat 23rd January Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 

Vigil Mass 6.00pm live stream only 
Patricia Whare RIP (D&T Morgan) 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Sun 24th January 
3rd Sunday of 

Ordinary Time 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am* 
Mass 6.00pm* 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Benji Vista Thanksgiving for recovery (R Vista) 
Sean Connick RIP (M McAweney) 

Mon 25th January No Mass Today  

Tues 26th January Mass 10.00am live stream only Martin Harrington RIP (C Harrington) 
Albina Cavalli (L Davies) 

Wed 27th January Requiem Mass 12.00 noon 
 Anne-Marie Gwynne 

Mass 7.00pm live stream only 

 
 
 
Kevin Stephens RIP (Annie Stephens) 

Thurs 28th January Mass  10.00am live stream only Jean Chatman RIP (I Ford) 

Fri 29th January Mass  10.00am live stream only Kylo, Delyla & Cordelia (Jo) 

Sat 30th January 
 

Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 
Vigil Mass 6.00 pm live stream only 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Katie (M McAweney) 

Sun 31st January 
4th Sunday of 

Ordinary Time 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am live stream only 

 
 

Mass 6.00pm live stream only 

Dr Denis Daley (Christine Eynon) 
Mr & Mrs Silveira, Mr & Mrs L C Brereton, Brothers, 
Sisters, Relatives, Friends, Neighbours and all the 
faithfully departed (W&I Brereton) 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Mass Intentions – these are now full well into this year. If you do have any queries please contact the office. 
Please continue to remember all those who are sick and housebound in your prayers:                                                 
Mary Bryan, Anne Colson, Ryan Dixon, Angela Ellis, Barbara Fentham, Elsie Freeth, Catherine Grills, 
Margaret Jarvis, John Lewis, Mary Maguire, Robert Morrison, Maureen Pritchard and Marcus Rossini.                                                                                                                        

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish, our friends, relatives and those who have 
asked for our prayers: Anna, Anthony George, Baby Elijah, Benji Vista, Conall & Siobhan, Eddie, 
Emma, Erica,  Garry, Helle, Jamie, Julia Margaret Lewis, Keith, Kevin Thomas, Lloyd Woodroff,  
Margaret, Maria, Martin Ginnelly, Mary Farndale, Mary Thornton, Mike, Pat Doheney,Peter, Stewart and 
Vince Chapman.Please email bridgend@rcadc.org if you would like to add a name to the list. 

 

‘By this revelation then, the invisible God, from the fullness of his 
love, addresses men as his friends, and moves among them, in order 

to invite and receive them in to his own company.’ 
Dei Verbum n2  



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

Eternal Rest 
In your mercy, please pray for the repose of the souls of  
Anne-Marie Gywnne, James Morgan and Eileen Field. 

 
Requiem Mass for Anne-Marie Gwynne on Wednesday 27th January at 12.00 noon in St Mary’s. 

Funeral Service for James Morgan on Thursday 28th January at 1.45pm in Coychurch Crematorium. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, attendance is limited to family members and invited guests only. 

Please keep their families in your thoughts and prayers at this sad and difficult time. 
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

 

3rd Sunday, Year B, 24th January 2021 
Lord, teach me your paths 

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time marks the ‘Sunday of the Word of God’, instituted by Pope Francis in 2019 
as an annual celebration of the gift of Scripture. It encourages us to grow in our knowledge and love of the 
Scriptures and of the risen Lord, shaping how we are called to live and to relate to each other.In the same 

way, the readings for this Sunday call us to follow the Lord’s ways. This may involve some change of priorities 
and direction for us as we seek to move towards the kingdom of God ourselves. In the First Reading, we see 
God show mercy to the people of Nineveh. They renounce their evil ways in response to Jonah preaching the 

word of God.The Psalmist recognises the Lord as his saviour, a God full of goodness and mercy, who has 
always loved him. He asks the Lord, his teacher, to show him the true path. At the beginning of St 

Mark’s Gospel, again we hear of people changing their ways. Jesus begins his ministry by finding and inviting 
the first disciples to leave their work as fishermen and follow him for greater things. Although the Second 
Reading sounds challenging, its intention is to encourage us to live in a way that is guided by the love of 
Christ, and shows our faith and hope in the kingdom of God. We are called to live in open freedom and 

detachment – it is who we are, not what we have, that counts. 

Perhaps during this coming week, I can pray for the grace to be open to any change the Lord asks me to 
make, so that I can respond better to his call and be ready to go wherever he is asking me. 

 

Parish Prayer                                                                                                                                                
Heavenly Father, who sent the ten plagues to free his 

children, and protected them by the blood of the 
Lamb, bless all those affected by the Coronavirus.                                                                
Encourage and strengthen those who seek a cure. 

Protect all who care or work in the NHS.  
Send your Holy Angels to guard us and bring us 

safely through this time of trial.  
May your Holy Mother care for us as she  

did for the sick child Jesus.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.                                                                         

Our Lady of Lourdes.  Pray for us. 
St. Raphael Archangel. Pray for us.                                                                                   

St Luke, the Physician. Pray for us. 
St. Bernadette. Pray for us. 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
St Alphonsus Liguori. 

 
My Jesus,  

I believe that you are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love you above all things, and  
I desire to receive you into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come spiritually  

into my heart.  
I embrace you as if you were already there 

and unite myself wholly to you.  
Never permit me to be separated from you.  

 
Amen. 

 

  
 

David Watkins RIP 
The family of David Watkins would like to ask for prayers for the repose of his soul. 

David was a parishioner at St Mary's before he moved to Cardiff where he attended St. Mary's 
in Canton. Some parishioners may remember him and his sister Mary as well as his mother, 

Elizabeth and his father Cecil Watkins. His niece, Christine still lives in Bridgend. 
David's funeral Mass will be in St. Mary's Canton 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	

Dear all, many thanks to all those who have responded and embraced giving via standing 
order, particularly as our counting teams are presently out of action. If setting up a standing order 
is something you do not feel comfortable with, by all means hold onto your offerings until you are 
next able to attend Church or forward a cheque to the Presbytery. Equally, it is understandable 

that in these uncertain times people may not be in a position to give.  
If you have not received or responded to the letter that was sent out to all those who gift aid to 

 St Mary’s parish using envelopes please could you contact the office as soon as possible.  
As there is a cost implication to the parish in ordering envelopes, the letter asks if you could 

change to giving via standing order or whether you would still prefer the envelopes.  
Many thanks also to those who are making donations via the Virgin Money site on the 

websites. Please be advised that there are transaction fees due when donating in this way, as 
such the preferred option is always to give via the appropriate parish account. If you do have 

queries about any of these issues please contact the office bridgend@rcadc.org  
or 07534 095766. 

Many thanks for your support. 
 

Parish Gift Aid Non Gift Aid Virgin Money Total 
Bridgend £2909.00 £307.00 £284.25 £3500.25 
Porthcawl £1053.50 £361.00 £160.00 £1574.50 

 

Sunday, January 24th – the Sunday of the Word 
24th January is the special day inaugurated by Pope Francis to promote greater love of the Bible in our 
faith and daily lives. “Devoting a specific Sunday of the liturgical year to the word of God can enable the 

Church to experience anew how the risen Lord opens up for us the treasury of his word and enables us to 
proclaim its unfathomable riches before the world.”  Pope Francis – ‘Aperuit Allis’. 

Blessing of Bibles 
All the Faithful are encouraged to bring their Bibles to Mass or to have them with them at their live-
streamed Mass to be blessed during the Sunday of the Word of God as decreed by Pope Francis. 
Introduction 

• To encourage the faithful to own a copy of the Bible and to read it prayerfully, they might be 
invited to bring their Bibles to Mass for them to be blessed. 

• People should be encouraged to bring any edition or even a part, such as the Gospels. 
• In the homily, the priest or deacon may speak on the importance of Scripture in the life of the 

Church, different approaches to reading Scripture and on the particular readings of the 
celebration. He may even invite people to find the Gospel text of the day in their own Bible. 

• The blessing takes place after the Prayer of the Faithful. 
• It would be suitable to celebrate this blessing on the Sunday of the Word of God (3rd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time). To celebrate it well will require an invitation in the weeks before and the ordering 
of any Gospels to be given out. 

Order of Blessing within Mass  
Prayer of Blessing:   
The assembly is invited to hold up their copies of the Bible.   
With hands extended over the assembly (live or online), the celebrant says:   
 “Everlasting God, when He read in the synagogue at Nazareth, Your Son proclaimed the good news of 
salvation for which He would give up His life. Bless all who will read from these sacred texts. As they read, 
listen and reflect on your words of life, strengthen their faith so that what they read in hope, they may live 
in love and charity. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.”  
(Prayer based on Order of Blessing of Readers, Book of Blessings) 

Echoes of God: Journeying with God’s Word 
This is a very worthwhile new 7-week course - Echoes of God written by David 

McLoughlin explores how the Old and New Testaments echo each other in their preparation 
for, and arrival of, Jesus.  See the programme here. 

godwhospeaks.uk/echoes-of-god-journeying-with-the-word-of-god 



 

 
 

BE	A	LIGHT	IN	THE	DARKNESS	
BRIDGEND 
TUESDAY, 26 JANUARY 2021, 18:00 TO WEDNESDAY, 27 JANUARY 2021, 07:00 

 
 

Website: http://www.bridgend.gov.uk 
 

Bridgend County Borough Council, Civic Offices, Angel Street, Bridgend, CF31 4WB. 
Bridgend County Borough Council will be marking Holocaust Memorial Day 2021  

by illuminating it's main council offices (Civic Offices). 
 

Wednesday 27th January 2021 has been set aside as 'Holocaust Memorial Day’ to remember the six 
million Jews murdered during the Holocaust alongside the millions of others killed under Nazi persecution 

and in subsequent genocides that have taken place in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.  
The Holocaust threatened the fabric of civilisation, and genocide must still be resisted every day.  

Our world often feels fragile and vulnerable and we cannot be complacent. 
 

Even in the UK, prejudice and the language of hatred must be challenged by us all.  
The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) 2021 is…. 'Be the light in the darkness'. It encourages 
everyone to reflect on the depths humanity can sink to, but also the ways individuals and communities 

resisted that darkness to ‘be the light’ before, during and after genocide.  
Be the light in the darkness is an affirmation and a call to action for everyone marking Holocaust 
Memorial Day. We can all stand in solidarity. We can all choose to be the light in the darkness.  

HMD asks that as an act of witness… we put a lighted candle in our window at 8pm for half an hour on 
Wednesday 27 January 2021. And at that time, reflect on the horrors of genocide around the world.  

We can all choose to ‘Be the light in the darkness’. 
 

A Prayer for Holocaust Memorial Day. 
Loving God, we come to you with heavy hearts,  

remembering the six million Jewish souls murdered during the Holocaust.  
In the horrors of that history, when so many groups were targeted because of their identity, and in 

genocides which followed, we recognise destructive prejudices that drive people apart.  
Forgive us when we give space to fear, negativity and hatred of others,  

simply because they are different from us.  
In the light of God, we see everyone as equally precious manifestations of the Divine,  

and can know the courage to face the darkness. 
Through our prayers and actions, help us to stand together with those who are suffering,  

so that light may banish all darkness, love will prevail over hate and good will triumph over evil.  
 

Amen. 
 


