
First Sunday of Advent 
Catholic Parishes of St Mary’s, Bridgend , Our Lady Star of the Sea, Porthcawl  

& St Joseph’s of Arimathea, Kenfig Hill 
www.catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk 
www.catholicchurchporthcawl.org.uk 

Priests: Fr. Tim McGrath 01656 652034 & Fr. Silvio Briffa (retired) 
Parish Deacons: Rev. Philip Manghan philip.manghan@rcadc.org 

Rev. Robert Coyne Tel: 01656 783540 & Rev. Anthony Martin Tel: 01656 746648                                                                                      
Parish Administrator: Sarah Kearns bridgend@rcadc.org  

A Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff: 1177272 

 
 

 

Mass Bookings *: bridgend@rcadc.org or 07534 095766 before 4.00pm on a Friday 

Apart from a Tuesday, the Masses listed below are all live-streamed from St Mary’s, Bridgend. 

The links for this are available on the home page of both websites.  

Why not request to join the Facebook group “Catholics Together -Bridgend, Porthcawl & Pyle”. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/bridgendcatholic 

Thank you to all for your continued support. Stay safe. God Bless. Fr Tim 

Date Mass Times Mass Intention 

Sat 28th Nov Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 
Vigil Mass 6.00pm* 

Deceased friends & relatives 
Mrs Preciousa Baylas anniversary 

Sun 29th Nov 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am* 
Mass 6.00pm* 

Peter Morrison (S Lambe) 
Bronislaw Ochab (I Ford) 
Deceased friends & relatives 

Mon 30th Nov No Mass Today  

Tues 1st Dec Mass 10.00am * Our Lady Star 
of the Sea, Porthcawl followed 
by Adoration until 11.00 am 

Eileen Coyne RIP (Manghan family) 

Wed 2nd Dec Mass 7.00pm Jane Rajalingham (CE) 

Thurs 3rd Dec Mass 10.00am followed by 
Adoration until 11.00am  

  
Margaret Lench (AC) 

Fri 4th Dec Mass 10.00 am Joan Thomas (CM Feeley) 

Sat 5th Dec Mass 4.30 pm live stream only 
Mass 6.00 pm* 

People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 

Kathleen Hammond (C Daw) & The Golden Book   

Sun 6th Dec 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

Mass 10.00am live stream only 
Mass 11.00am* 
Mass 6.00pm* 

Keith Bullock RIP (Bridget Gough) 
People of the Parish, our frontline & NHS workers 
Katie (M McAweney) 

Please continue to remember all those who are sick and housebound in your prayers:                                                 
Mary Bryan, Anne Colson, Ryan Dixon, Angela Ellis, Barbara Fentham, Elsie Freeth, Catherine Grills, 
Margaret Jarvis, John Lewis, Mary Maguire, Robert Morrison, Maureen Pritchard, Marcus Rossini and 
David Watkins                                                                                                                         

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish, our friends, relatives and those who have 
asked for our prayers: Anna, Benji Vista, Conall & Siobhan, Eddie, Emma, Erica,  Garry, Helle, Jamie, 
Keith,  Margaret, Maria, Martin Ginnelly, Mary Farndale, Mary Thornton, Mike, Peter, Sean Connick,  Vince 
Chapman (please email bridgend@rcadc.org if you would like to add a name to the list) 

Eternal Rest 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Kevin Stephens who sadly has lost his battle with 

Covid -19. Keep his family in your thoughts and prayers at this sad and difficult time. 
 May he rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 
O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the nations, and the Lord 
will make the glory of his voice heard in the joy of your heart.  

 

http://www.catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk/
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mailto:bridgend@rcadc.org
mailto:bridgend@rcadc.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/bridgendcatholic
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First Sunday of Advent, Year B, 29th November 2020 

Waiting for the Lord 
As we begin another liturgical year, we focus on the coming of Christ. We wait for his coming in 

our own lives; we wait for his coming at Christmas; and we await his second coming. 
In the First Reading, the exiles, freshly returned from Babylon, plead with God to return to them to 

help them rebuild their land. They are weary with waiting for him. 
The psalmist too pleads with God, ‘the shepherd of Israel’, to come once again to help, protect 

and show his power. 
In the opening words of his letter to the Corinthians, Paul thanks God for all the graces they have 
received. He is confident that God will keep them faithful while they wait for the Lord Jesus Christ 

to be fully revealed (Second Reading). 
In the Gospel, Jesus clearly warns his disciples to stay awake, to be on their guard, to be like the 

doorkeeper ... ever alert, because he does not know when his master will return. 
Let us enter this new season with confidence, knowing that the Lord will give us, and our world, the 

graces we need, because ‘God is faithful’. 

 

Parish Prayer                                                                                                                                                
Heavenly Father, who sent the ten plagues to 

free his children, and protected them by the 

blood of the Lamb, bless all those affected by 

the Coronavirus.                                                                

Encourage and strengthen those who seek a 

cure. Protect all who care or work in the NHS. 

Send your Holy Angels to guard us and bring 

us safely through this time of trial. May your 

Holy Mother care for us as she did for the sick 

child Jesus. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen.                                                                         
Our Lady of Lourdes.  Pray for us. 

St. Raphael Archangel. Pray for us.                                                                                   

St Luke, the Physician. Pray for us. 

St. Bernadette. Pray for us. 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

St Alphonsus Liguori. 
My Jesus,  

I believe that you are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love you above all things, and  
I desire to receive you into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come spiritually  

into my heart.  
I embrace you as if you were already there 

and unite myself wholly to you.  
Never permit me to be separated from you. 

 

 The Year of the God Who Speaks  
November 29th 2020 – January 23rd 2022  

 This Sunday, November 29th is the First Sunday of Advent.  It is also the start of the extended Year of the God 

Who Speaks, which will now run from today until Sunday, January 23rd 2022, the Sunday of the Word. This year, it 
is Mark’s Gospel which will be the focus.  Copies of the special edition of Mark’s Gospel can be ordered here.  

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/products/9780564053179/ 
 

Buy in packs of 10 for £15, with discounts on bulk orders.  
You can also download the free Fish with Mark poster and our Whistle-stop Tour of Mark’s gospel poster here 

- https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/the-god-who-speaks/bible-society/ 
 

St Mary’s Piety Shop - Last few diaries 
and calendars available. Please ask one 
of the stewards to help you after Mass. 

Many thanks. 

Ladies Guild Members 
I has been so long since we have all met and shared good 

times together with our meetings and various trips etc.  

I think we are all hoping the proposed vaccine will enable 

us to have more freedom next year. I was so saddened to 

hear about Sadie Mitchinson's passing last week, she was 

such a stalwart Guild member and  

I know we will all miss her. May she rest in peace. 

Please keep yourselves safe and we will all pray that 2021 

brings happier times for us all 

Bridget Gough Chairman 
 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/products/9780564053179/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/products/9780564053179/
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“On the 8th day of Christmas, my true love gave to me” 
Everyone is familiar with the carol “The Twelve Days of Christmas” and although 

some may have already thrown their Christmas tree to the curb and taken down their 
decorations long before the twelfth day, this secular carol serves as a reminder that 

“Christmas is not just one day.” 
The obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy days of obligation remains 
suspended during the pandemic. There is still a lot of uncertainty as to what 

Christmas will look like this year, however what is certain is that the restrictions and 
guidelines that we have to follow will be very much still in place.  

Archbishop George has asked the clergy of the Diocese to reassure parishioners 
that they will have a chance to celebrate Christmas in the presence of the Lord. 

As Catholics we appreciate that Christmas is not only on 25th December. Indeed, the 
liturgy emphasises the eight days or octave of Christmas. The Church recognises that 
the days of the Christmas Octave are repeating the solemnness of Christmas for eight 

days; to quote his Grace “Each day is referred to as if it were still Christmas 
Day”, concluding with another solemnity that echoes the solemnity of the Nativity of 
the Lord. From Christmas Day until January 1st, the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, the Mother of God, is the Octave Day of Christmas. 
 

During the first week of the Christmas season there will be several Masses 
available for parishioners to attend, and all Masses over the Christmas period  
(with the exception of those held in Porthcawl) will of course be live streamed.  

Times will be announced shortly once guidance from the Archdiocese alongside Welsh 
government guidelines have been digested. Sadly, this will be a very difficult 
Christmas for many and very different to what we are used to. There may be 

disappointment should you not be able to attend your preferred Mass.  
Let us all pray that in 2021 this pandemic will cease to have such a hold over our lives, 

normality can be resumed and the doors to our Churches once again be open.  
Take care. Stay safe. God Bless. Father Tim. 

 

 

 

Could you volunteer as a steward in Our Lady Star of the Sea to allow the 
Church to open for more Masses over the Christmas period? 

 Please if you can help put your name forward. Email: porthcawl@rcadc.org  
with your name and contact details or ring 07534 095766 

You MUST BE below the age of 70 and have no underlying health issues.                        

mailto:porthcawl@rcadc.org


 

 
 

 

Tree of Light 
In spite of the lockdown St Mary’s will still be hosting a “Tree of Light” this year in conjunction with 

the Lions. There will be an online service and blessing on Monday 7th December. Forms are available at 
the bottom of this newsletter and also on the website to download and return.  

Having been unable to see our family and friends for so long, or pay our respects to those who have 
died, the lighting of the tree will be even more poignant this year; a way of remembering all we hold 

dear whilst at the same time helping those in need.  

Many thanks for your support. 

 

Lions Club of Bridgend 

and St Mary’s RC Church  

TREE OF LIGHT  
Located inside St Mary’s Church, Ewenny Road, Bridgend  

SPONSOR FORM  

Donations can also be made directly through Lions Club of Bridgend JustGiving  

Name or cause to be remembered (block capitals please)  

  

_______________________________  

Minimum sponsorship £5  

  

My name and address______________________________________  

  

_                                       __________________________________________________________________  

   

_____________________________Postcode________________________________  

  

Phone Number_________________________  

Tree will be dedicated Mon 7th December 6.30pm 2020 but owing to Covid 19  

restrictions the Service will be available online  

Donations via Just Giving or  

Please send cheque or postal order in favour of  

Bridgend Lions Club and forward to    

Lions Tree of Light  

5 Park Court Road  

Bridgend CF31 4BP  

Supporting, St Mary’s Primary School Welfare Fund   

& Lions Club Bridgend Local Charities  

Names accepted to December 24th, 2020  

  

 


