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  Keeping in Touch - Please check the website regularly for updates and use the links available and subscribe to the newsletter 

and St Mary’s Instagram account. View the YouTube channel to view Mass and reflections on the readings of the day. If you do need to 

contact us, please do so by phoning the Deacons or myself or by emailing bridgend@rcadc.org  .  

Continue to look out for your loved ones and also consider those who do not have access to the outside world via the internet.  

Please pray, be kind, keep safe, look after each other. 

May Our Blessed Lady, all the Angles and Saint pray for us.  

And may Almighty God bless us all. Amen.                                                                     

HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS, THE SICK & DYING: Sadly because of the restrictions Priests are 
unable to visit the sick in hospital or at home at this time. If you have sick or dying family, 
please do continue contact myself and we can discuss the way forward. 01656 652034.   

Funerals - Please be advised that Priests and Deacons can only conduct a Funeral service in the Crematorium or 

at the graveside during this time. No Requiem Masses or services are allowed in church.  

A Memorial Service for the deceased may be held later once all returns to normal. 

Mass Intentions                               
These will be said in private each 

day by Fr. Silvio and Fr. Tim.  
When Masses can be said publicly 
once more these intentions will be 
prayed for again to give the donor 

the opportunity to come along. 
Weekend Mass intentions will 

remain for the People of the Parish 
and all those working in the NHS 

and frontline positions. 

Mon 18th 
May 

Anniversary (E Burrows) 

Tues 19th 
May 

 Nora Good RIP (Jo Bowen) 

Wed 20th 
May 

Thomas & Nadine (S&E Connick) 

Thurs 21st  
May 

Patrick Groake RIP (Mary Lewis) 

Fri 22nd 
May 

James Brendan Foley RIP 

If you wish to place a Mass intention please email the office on bridgend@rcadc.org or  

call the office on 01656 652034 option 2 and leave a message. 

 

‘When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they 
sent Peter and John to them, and they went down there and prayed for the Samaritans to 
receive the Holy Spirit, for as yet he had not come down on any of them: they had only 
been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Then they laid hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit.’ (First Reading Sixth Sunday of Easter)  

Please continue to remember all those who are sick and housebound in your prayers:                                                 
Mary Bryan, Anne Colson, Eileen Coyne, Ryan Dixon, Angela Ellis, Barbara Fentham, Elsie Freeth, Catherine Grills, Margaret Jarvis, 

John Lewis, Mary Maguire, Robert Morrison, Maureen Pritchard, Marcus Rossini and David Watkins                                                                                                                         

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish, our friends, relatives and those who have asked for our prayers: 
Anna & Bronislaw, Carmina, Conall & Siobhan, Emma, Garry,Jamie,Keith, Margaret, Maria, Mike, Peter                                                       

(please email bridgend@rcadc.org if you would like to add a name to the list) 

 

Eternal Rest  

Please pray for the repose of the soul of James Brendan Foley.                                         

Our sympathy and prayers are with his family at this sad and difficult time.                                                                                                                                      

May he Rest in Peace. Amen. 
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‘O Mary, 
You shine continuously along our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
Who, at the cross, were united with Jesus’ suffering, 
and persevered in your faith.  

 
“Protectress of the Roman people”, 
you know our needs, 
 and we know that you will provide,  
so that, as at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and celebration may return after this                  
time of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the will of the father 
and to do what Jesus tells us. 
For he took upon himself our suffering, 
And burdened himself with our sorrows 
 to bring us, through the Cross, 
to the joy of the Resurrection. 
Amen. 

We fly to your protection, 
O Holy Mother of God; 

Do not despise our petitions in our necessities, 
but deliver us always 
from every danger, 

O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 
 

Dear all, many thanks to all those who have responded and embraced giving via standing order. St Mary’s have had 6 
parishioners so far who have transferred from the envelopes to gifting by standing order and other parishioners who have 

made one off deposits into the account or Easter offerings. The instructions and the necessary forms are now 
available on the website. If setting up a standing order is something you do not feel comfortable with by all means 
hold onto your offerings until you are next able to attend Church. Equally it is understandable that in these uncertain times 

people may not be in a position to give. Whatever your circumstances thank you for your prayers and support. 

Standing orders April Gift Aid Non Gift Aid Total Increase 

Bridgend £2331.00 £305.00 £2636.00 £459.00 

Porthcawl £310.00 £116.00 £426.00 £171.00 

Kenfig Hill TBC TBC TBC  
 

 

 

Ascension of the Lord. 
On Thursday, we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord into Heaven and His glory. Sandwiched between the Resurrection 

and Pentecost, this important feast can be lost. After 40 days on Earth teaching and appearing to his disciples, Christ 

returns to His (and our) Father, to take his place at the Father’s right hand as was promised.  In the Jewish rite of 

Atonement, the High Priest went into the Holy of Holies to sprinkle the blood of sacrifice on the stone where the Ark of the 

Covenant was to make atonement for the whole nation of Israel. While Jesus did not sin, his being born of the flesh 

means that we are redeemed. Like the High Priest, he has entered not the Earthly sanctuary of the Temple, but the 

Heavenly one. Christ’s Ascension takes humanity (our flesh) back to our home, Heaven, because by our Baptism we are 

made living Temples of the Lord (where the sacrifice is offered) and members of his mystical body on the Earth, the 

Church. As the prayers for the day remind us “Where the head has gone in glory, the body will follow in hope” So the 

fullness of humanity, body and soul has been restored (redeemed). Christ’s return to his Father tells and confirms a bodily 

as well as a spiritual Resurrection. As Scott Hahn writes in his latest book “Hope to Die”, “In heaven, you will see the 

wounds of Christ’s Passion and execution on him with your own eyes, and you will rejoice those wounds have not been 

wiped away. Moreover, every person’s body will radiate the truth of the person and the truth of their story and the truth of 

the greatest story ever told. After all the body was part of that story. Every bit as much as the souls that animate them.” 

(Hope to Die page 107.)Take care of our bodies, ourselves. Be safe and rejoice in the Ascension of Christ the Lord 

Alleluia Alleluia. 

 

This week his Grace the Archbishop has written to assure us that the Bishops are 

working very hard behind the scenes for an easing of the restrictions in order for 

our churches to reopen for private prayer. If and when this happens, the health 

and hygiene conditions with which we have become familiar will need to be 

implemented and maintained just as rigorously as they are in other buildings that 

are open to the public. Amongst other things, social distancing will need to be 

strictly adhered to, only a limited number of people will be allowed into the church 

at any one time and regular, routine sanitization will be needed. Thank you to all 

those who are visiting YouTube and participating in the live streams provided 

around the Archdiocese, ensuring that although we may be physically separated 

we are spiritually united. The number of viewers is a phenomenon in its own right, 

surely teaching us lessons for the future. Please include his Grace and all the 

bishops in your prayers and may Almighty God bless us all. Amen. Fr Tim 
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